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The McCone Conservation Board of Supervisors met on June 1, 2016 at 7:00pm at the USDA Building in Circle, MT. 

Those present were Steve Wanderaas-Chairman, Casey Nay-Vice Chair, Larry Nagel-Urban Supervisor, Josh 

Murphy-Rural Supervisor, Greg Nagel-Rural Supervisor, Johnna Blankenship-DC-NRCS, Mary Hendrix-

Administrator and Cheryl Schuldt-Montana Rangelands Partnership.  Brant Quick-Rural Supervisor was absent. The 

meeting was called to order at 7:04pm. 

 

Invited Speakers & Visitors 
Cheryl Schuldt with Montana Rangelands Partnership was on hand to discuss this brand-new program with 

supervisors.  This is a new collaborative public-private partnership comprised of local, state and national 

organizations. The three year grant is primarily funded through the NRCS, BLM and Burlington Northern Railroad.   

 

Their goal is to help ranchers establish range monitoring programs to help them make scientifically sound, data-

informed decisions to pro-actively drive the future of conservation and their livelihood.  Presently, this program is not 

available for CSP participants. 

 

She mentioned that this isn’t a new thing and they follow the Monitoring for Success program put together by MSU 

Extension.  Monitoring needs to be simple and easy to do or people won’t do it.  She asked if the Conservation 

District supervisors could be the forward thinkers in the county and help to get the word out.   

 

Steve said that he would be interested in having Cheryl come by and help him.  Josh mentioned that it would be 

helpful to have more knowledge on what to monitor for.  Johnna suggested that perhaps we could a monitoring clinic.  

 

Cheryl will assist landowners in McCone, Garfield, Prairie, Custer, and Valley counties.  Her counterpart, Emily 

Standley, will focus on Fergus, Petroleum, Blaine, and Phillips counties.  This program is free. 

 

Meeting Minutes & Treasurer’s Reports 

Meeting minutes from April 2016 were reviewed.  Casey made a motion to approve the minutes and Steve 

seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

Financial reports from May 2016 were reviewed.  Casey made the motion to accept the report and Josh seconded 

the motion.  Motion passed. 

Public Comments on District Business 
There were no public comments on the Districts business at this meeting. 

 

Field Office Report 
NRI Training in Bozeman, May 16-19.  There were 20 people at this training. 

Staff: no news.  Haven’t heard a word about applicants replacing Ashley’s position.  It has been six months since she 

transferred.  There are other soil conservationist positions that need to be filled in the Scobey and Havre/Chester 

offices, too. 

RMS, Miles City Area Office.  Kami Kilwine, RMS in Forsythe, replaces Robert Kilian effective June 13.  Kami will 

lead NRI training on 3 segments of BLM land in McCone County soon. 
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PROGRAMS 

EQIP:  Neither of the eligible applications in the Circle Field Office were selected for funding.  Glendive and Sidney 

had no applications promoted to pre-approved status, no 2016 EQIP contracts. 

Four new EQIP applications for 2017.  June 1 is the application deadline. 

RMS vs Progressive update.  None of the new ranking questions appeared on the Progressive form.  Was advised 

that if EQIP 528 practice not used, applications did not score high.  

Disparity in ‘eligibility’, Circle vs. Terry 

CSP:  Sixteen CSP applications in eligible status.  One application is pending CMT.  Deadline for pre-approval is 

June 24. 

Field work:  Isn’t getting done. 

Toolkit continues to be a problem.  IT department was in today and found a problem with the server.  A new one will 

be installed next week.  

HighPoint CWMA and NWTF Grant application status.  Johnna emailed the updated CWMA to Josh.  Greg looked it 

over and found the document was complete.  Johnna said that the CWMA will be included as a part of the NWTF 

grant.  

 

Chairman’s Report 
Steve mentioned that the Weed District has hired 2 people for the summer.  He said that the County weed 
meetings have been conducive to the small progresses made. 
 
The Governor’s Summit held April 12-13 in Helena was attended by Ken Nelson, Johnna, Steve and Mary.  There 
was a lot of good information exchanged there.  The state strategic plan will be written from information gathered at 
this summit.  The council met last week and asked the Governor for a two year extension to allow for the 
implementation of the strategic plan.   If MISAC is extended, they plan on working on the action items from the 
strategic plan and others; and Steve would like to continue with the council, but will get off the MSCA board.  If it 
doesn’t get extended, he thought that it would be very difficult to implement the written strategic plan. 
 
The group also suggested an action to the Governor to restrict the transport of firewood into Montana.  The 
emerald ash borer (EAB), a bug, has had devastating effects to ash trees and can be brought in through firewood.  
The state currently does not have any firewood regulations. 
 
He mentioned that MT Fish Wildlife & Parks (FWP) had suggested firewood checks could be added to their boat 
inspection stops.  They could look for EAB as well as invasive zebra and quagga mussels.  Unfortunately, they 
haven’t been able to hire enough people to man these stations.   
 
Steve told the group about how bat population is being decimated by White Nose Syndrome.  Bats are rarely seen 
in McCone County, but are here and are effectively helping in the control of mosquitos and other annoying flying 
pests. 
 
After the Summit, he attended the CMR Community Working Group (CWG) meeting in Winnett.  It was a good 
meeting with Noreen Walsh, Regional Director of US Fish Wildlife Services there. 
 
MRCDC will have its quarterly meeting June 8th in Fort Benton.  Weeds around the lake is on the agenda.  There is 
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concern about the Eurasian watermilfoil, Canada thistle and saltcedar around Fort Peck Lake. 
 
The River Rendezvous will be June 9th by Fort Benton.  They will showcase restoration projects on the river. 
 
There is a webinar on the Summit on June 13th if anyone is interested in listening.  He will email the information to 
Mary to forward. 
 
The next CMR CWG will be June 23rd in Circle at the fairgrounds.  This meeting will be about bison. 
 

UPCOMING 
 June 8—MRCDC Quarterly Meeting in Fort Benton 

 June 9—River Rendezvous near Fort Benton 

 June 13—Webinar on the MISAC Governor’s Summit  

 June 15—Grassing Farming “Joel Salatin” in Winnett 

 June 23—CMR Community Working Group Meeting in Circle 

 July 6—Board Meeting 

 

Administrator’s Report 
Mary helped out at the Envirothon April 24th-26th, winner Helena High School will represent Montana in Toronto this 
summer. 
 
Tree Season:   
We had 26 orders with 1561 trees/shrubs and 200 bush cinquefoil for the Mom’s Day plant sale.  All invoices and tree 
vendors have been paid. 13 fabric rolls were ordered, with 10 sold; have 3 left in inventory.  Each roll is $130.00/roll. 
 
QuickBooks training:   
This training was held at the Senior Center on May 12th with 7 people attending.  It was a productive and informative 
workshop.  This was funded through DNRC. 
 
Field trip: 
Mary took the 4th – 6th grade students on a field trip to the Confluence (Yellowstone/Missouri) Interpretative Center + 
Fort Buford State Historic Site on May 24th.  The school paid for the bus and the District made all the arrangements 
and paid for the entrance fees. 
 
RCAC Meeting: 
223 grant presentations were held in Billings May 25th.  Mary presented on the spray equipment grant.  This grant was 
funded for $4,008.  She was on hand for the Statewide Insectaries grant.  This grant was not funded. 
 
Spring EO Meeting: 
The MACD spring meeting is June 14-16 in Helena.  The original plan was to travel to Helena and meet with other 
Districts and partners, but this may either be rescheduled as a phone conference or if a meeting space can be 
secured, held at Lewistown. 
 
Mill Levy: 
Mill levy report as of April 30: $1,515.43  
Permissive Mill levy report as of March 31: $92.68 
The District asked the County to levy $5,832 for the permissive mill for this upcoming fiscal year. 
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Old Business 
 
Bison Procedures: We are still working on the informational guide for supervisors.   

 

New Business 
 

Soil Survey Books:  Johnna mentioned that there are many copies of the soil survey books in the tree building.  
Steve said that that project precedes his tenure with the District and doesn’t know why there were so many copies 
printed.  Johnna felt that there is value in the books and asked if we could disperse them to people who come to the 
office.  Mary mentioned that we could make a post on the website and Facebook, too.  Josh asked if FSA could help 
getting the books to producers.  Mary will ask Sue with FSA.  
 
Six County Meeting:  The goal of a six county meeting of Conservation District Supervisors and County 
Commissioners would be to discuss how we can leverage the resources at the county and regional level to address 
pressing issues.  The six counties are: McCone, Garfield, Valley, Phillips, Fergus and Petroleum.   Steve suggested 
that the Conservation Districts take the meeting to the County Commissioners at the MaCo meeting. 
 
WRP:  Steve has been in discussions with Elena regarding the possibility of developing a Redwater River Watershed 
Restoration Plan.  This would provide the District with more funding opportunities while helping to organize water 
quality priorities for the community.  Once a WRP is developed for an area, we would be able to apply for 319 grant 
opportunities to work on restoration projects to address impairment along listed streams.  The Redwater TMDL 
identified 8 waterbodies in McCone County.  
 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
Steve made the motion to adjourn the meeting and Greg seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm.  

The next scheduled board meeting will be Wednesday, July 6, 2016 at 7:00pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________ ___________ _________________________ ____________ 

Mary Hendrix, District Administrator  Date  Steve Wanderaas, Chairman Date 


