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Plant Bulbs Now, Enjoy Flowers Later 
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Three Steps to Success 

There are a number of ways to work bulb plants into your yard: 

Cluster up to half a dozen of them in a large hole to add a                      

colorful punch amid flower beds and shrub borders; plant them in 

rows where space is tight; encircle the base of a tree for a flower-

filled focal point; or, if your yard borders woodland,  scatter them 

and plant them where they fall for naturalistic drifts of color.  If 

you're going to row- or scatter-plant, here's a tip:   “I always plant 

doubles," says Roger Cook.  "That way, you get more foliage and 

flowers for your digging efforts." 

 

Choose varieties that bloom at different times during the season, 

and you can extend your spring-flowering garden for several 

weeks.  When you're ready to break ground, grab a trowel (or a 

spade shovel where soil is very compacted), a  10-10-10 fertilizer, 

and some bags of bulbs, then follow these steps. 

 

Prepare the hole                                                                                                             

To plant a cluster of 3 to 5 daffodil bulbs, loosen soil with a                 

trowel and dig a hole about 7 inches deep and 6 to 8 inches wide. 

(For tulips, dig down about 5 inches, and for tiny crocus bulbs, 

about 2 inches.) 

How deep to dig? 

Follow this formula: Height of bulb in inches x 2.5= depth of hole 

Sprinkle in fertilizer                                                                                                       

To stimulate root growth, scratch a scant handful of granular ferti-

lizer into the soil at the bottom of the hole, and flatten the area 

with your hand so bulbs have a stable surface to rest on.                                                                                                                             

Place bulbs                                                                                                                     
Put bulbs in the prepared hole about an inch apart, with tip up 
and root end down. Then cover with soil, and water once to              
settle them.                                                                                                                        

By Ashley Womble of This Old House Magazine 

 

The beauty of spring bulbs isn't just in the flowers that bloom. 

They're also about the easiest kind of garden you can grow.                 

Dig  a hole, sprinkle in some fertilizer, put them in the ground 

now, and up until early December in warm Southern climates, 

add water and pretty much forget about them.  They'll start                             

establishing roots in fall's cool, moist soil, then lie dormant                 

over the winter until spring's warmer temperatures and                          

frequent rains prompt them to sprout. 

 

Crocus, daffodils, and hyacinth are favorites for spring color,               

with dozens of varieties that will come back year after year if          

you don't cut back the fading foliage they feed on after they've 

bloomed.  These naturalizing bulbs will even multiply and                 

spread as time goes by. 

 

Tulips are another classic, but don't re-bloom as reliably.  "I                  

treat tulips like annuals and replenish them each year," says               

Roger Cook, This Old House landscape contractor. They’re also              

a favorite of foraging wildlife.  "Deer, rabbits, and squirrels treat 

tulip bulbs like caviar," says Roger.  "If you've got a critter               

problem, stick to daffodils. 

 

How to Buy the Best Bulbs 

Look for ones that are weighty, firm and mold-free. Then store 

them in a cool, dry place until ready for planting. 

 

 

http://www.ccslc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Daffodils.jpg 



USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service),                             
(800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Contact:  John George 

406-449-5000 ext. 101 

 

Bozeman, Mont., August 29, 2016—U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies will hold town hall meetings at 18      

locations across Montana to discuss opportunities for and barriers to maximizing access to USDA programs and 

services. 

 

In early 2016, 13 Montana counties were designated as “StrikeForce” counties, a rural growth and opportunity                          

initiative launched by USDA in 2010 in economically challenged areas to improve USDA services by building                            

partnerships to help challenged communities shape a future based on local assets and regional strengths. 

 

Montana leaders from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Farm Service Agency, Rural                                 

Development, and Food and Nutrition Service will listen to concerns from local citizens and community leaders       

at 18 town hall  meetings: 

 

September 12, 2016: Ryegate Fire Hall, 4:30pm 

September 13, 2016: Crow Agency Library, 3:00pm 

September 14, 2016: Forsyth Library, 9:00am & Lame Deer Tribal Council Chambers, 3:00pm 

September 15, 2016: Terry American Legion Hall, 9:00am & Hardin County Extension Office, 4:00pm 

September 19, 2016: Culbertson County Building, 1:30pm 

September 20, 2016: Poplar Greet the Dawn Building, 9:00am 

September 27, 2016: Cut Bank Extension Office, 9:00am & Browning Tribal Chambers, 1:00pm 

September 28, 2016: Pablo-Mission Valley Power, 1:00pm 

September 29, 2016: Anaconda-Local Development Corporation, 2:00pm 

October 3, 2016: Rocky Boy Tribal Chambers, 8:30am & Big Sandy Senior Citizens Center, 1:30pm 

October 4, 2016: Chinook Wallner Hall, 9:00am & Fort Belknap Red Whip Gym, 1:00pm 

October 5, 2016: Havre-Northern Ag Research Center, 9:00am & Chester-Liberty County Senior  Center, 

   2:00pm 

 

“Our goals and motivations are simple,” said Lisa Coverdale, NRCS state conservationist for Montana and chair                  

of the USDA Food and Agriculture Council.  “We want to gain a better understanding of the current needs and 

challenges faced in rural Montana, while also exploring how to improve access to USDA’s broad spectrum of                   

program and  technical assistance.” 

 

For more information on StrikeForce in Montana, contact John George at jonathan.george@mt.usda.gov or                      

406-449-5000 ext. 101. 

# # # 



Contact: Lori Valadez                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
406-587-6969 

Bozeman, Mont., August 23, 2016—Myrna Walking Eagle, Fort Peck Tribes Natural Resource Officer, was appointed to the USDA 
Regional Tribal Conservation Advisory Council for the West Region, which is an advisory body for the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.  Walking Eagle will serve as a tribal organization representative, along with others who were appointed 
as tribal representatives. 

The advisory council will provide communications between tribal entities and NRCS and gather feedback on tribal issues.  The 
advisory council will assist NRCS in identifying ways to improve relationships with tribes  as it relates to the following issues: 

 Providing quality service through programs and service, including technical and financial assistance. 

 Promoting strong partnerships and teamwork. 

 Providing tribes the opportunity to offer feedback on agency programs and services. 

 Assisting tribes in enhancing their capacity in natural resources conservation. 

 Delivering the most effect resource conservation technology. 

Walking Eagle has served as the Fort Peck Tribes Natural Resource Officer since 2004.  She oversees the management of nearly 
500,000 acres as it relates to range and soil conservation management.  She is responsible for  permitting, stocking rates,                
grazing management plans, monitoring and compliance on approximately 375,000 acres of native grasslands.  Walking Eagle 
led the effort on behalf of the Fort Peck Tribes to develop a Programmatic Environmental Assessment and an Agricultural                   
Resource Management   Plan (ARMP) that effects the management decisions on all of the tribe’s agricultural lands.  

Lisa Coverdale, NRCS state conservationist for Montana, is also a member of the advisory committee. 

WALKING EAGLE NAMED TO USDA ADVISORY COUNCIL 

                                              

 

Please join the Montana Invasive Species Advisory Committee as they conclude two years of                 
discussions and research to build a better invasive species management plan for Montana. A series of 
listening sessions will be held across Montana to present a draft invasive species framework.   

Schedule of Listening Sessions 

September 28:  Miles City—Field Office, Bureau of Land Management:1pm-4pm 

September 29:  Wolf Point—Fort Peck Community College, Wolf Point Campus Community Room: 1pm-4pm 

October 4:  Great Falls—Hampton Inn: 1pm-4pm (focus on pathogens, border protection, and forest pests) 

October 6:  Pablo—Salish Kootenai College Camas Room: 4pm-7pm 

The Montana Invasive Species Advisory Committee was created two years ago with the purpose of advising the Governor on a 
science-based, comprehensive program to identify, prevent, eliminate, reduce, and mitigate the impacts of invasive species in 
Montana. This group has completed a Statewide Assessment of the individuals, groups and agencies working on invasive species, 
their management priorities, and an estimate of their expenditures in March of 2016. Following this Assessment, the group               
hosted a Summit attended by 175 representatives from across the state in April 2016 to prioritize the invasive species                            
management challenges faced by a state with many habitats, borders, and partners. From that discussion a Framework or plan             
of action is their final assignment.  

The goal of the listening sessions is to include partners in the process of prioritizing and carrying out the recommendations in the 
Statewide Framework. All invasive species partners are encouraged to attend and identify regional and local opportunities for 
future collaboration, connect with the ongoing statewide effort to improve invasive species management, identify measurable 
tasks that support Montana’s invasive species management priorities, and prioritize tasks and resources for the next 2-5 years 
that will reduce the impact of invasive species on Montana.  

For more information, please contact Stephanie Hester, Council Liaison at 406-444-6691 or by email to shester@mt.gov.  

DATES SET FOR MISAC LISTENING SESSIONS 



A successful windbreak planting depends on proper establishment 

and care during the first few years after planting.  Time spent in 

site preparation, weed control and replanting is repaid many times 

during the lifetime of the windbreak.  Take no shortcuts in the 

planning and establishment of your windbreak. 

Windbreaks are investments in the future value of your property.  Each windbreak system is unique and your 

windbreak should be designed for your site and objectives.  

Site Preparation 

Proper site preparation is one of the best ways to improve the survival of your newly planted trees and shrubs. 

Preliminary groundwork reduces competition from weedy species, conserves soil moisture, and makes planting 

easier.  Site preparation actually begins the year before planting and depends on the condition of your site.  Soil 

type, existing vegetation, and possible erosion hazards should be considered in selecting the appropriate                      

practices. If rodents are a problem in the area, begin control measures at least a year in advance.  You may  

obtain recommendations for site preparation from local conservation agencies.                                                                                                         

Cropland 

Depending on the current weed density, little or no site preparation is necessary on previously cultivated land.  

If many weeds are present, the land may require a single disking before planting.  Otherwise, plant directly into 

the previous year’s crop stubble.  Avoid exposing erodible soils to the wind.  If erosion is a threat over the                

winter, plant a fall cover crop.  The following spring, treat the existing vegetation with herbicide, and plant the 

windbreak directly into the cover crop residue. 

Grassland or Rangeland 

On sites with heavy grass sod, site preparation begins with a herbicide application in the spring while the grass 

is actively growing.  The site is then plowed in the fall and disked the following spring just prior to planting.  

Delaying disking until just before planting conserves soil moisture, controls early spring weeds, and reduces the 

potential for erosion damage. 

In rangelands where erosion may be a major concern, chemical fallowing practices offer the best alternative to 

mechanical cultivation.  To assure complete control, apply the chemicals in the spring, at least two weeks                

before tree planting and when the grass is actively growing.  Planting directly into the dead sod reduces the 

chance of soil erosion but replanting costs may be higher since the matted sod, even when the grass is dead, 

may cause competition for the establishment of tree roots. 

Layout 

Establishing a new shelterbelt or windbreak takes time and patience.  Shelterbelt planning should being in the 

spring or fall of the preceding year.   

Before planting, it is best to layout each row of the windbreak on the actual site.  This will allow the design               

to be customized for the positions of buildings, roads or driveways, feedlots, field boundaries, utility lines,                 

drainage ditches and other features at your site.  Determine the prevailing winds and plan the shelterbelt                  

perpendicular to those winds.  Layout the dimensions of the windbreak, including the spacing within and                

between tree rows.  This process will help assure that your design will provide the protection needed and will    

fit within the desired area. 



In Montana, it is common to have shelterbelts with  3-5 rows with a 20 foot row spacing between rows in                

order to best slow down winds.  The number of rows is often based on the available space for a shelterbelt with 

60 feet width required for a 3-row and100 feet width required for a 5-row design.  For snow capture, there 

should be a minimum of 50-100 feet between the shelterbelt and the structures to avoid snow damage.                         

Creating a fallow zone before planting seedlings will allow moisture to collect in the zone and increase of the 

probability of seedling survivability. 

In any shelterbelt across central Montana, 

the first row facing the wind should be a low 

shrub species.  The next row should be an              

intermediate sized shrub or tree,  followed                     

by a taller tree, often an evergreen such as 

ponderosa pine or spruce for a 3-row and a 

deciduous tree for a 5-row design.  In a 5-row 

design, the fourth row is a tall evergreen and                      

the fifth row a dense intermediate shrub or 

evergreen. The reason for this configuration 

of sizes is to minimize the negative impacts of 

strong winter winds on the trees and shrubs as they can get freeze dried.  Evergreen species offer the best             

winter protection.  However, since they retain their foliage in the winter, they are the most sensitive.  To help 

protect the evergreens, plant shrub and deciduous tree seedlings in a wedge shaped design. 

Planting 

Seedlings should be carefully selected so that they are able to survive drought, severe cold and rapid                    

transitions between Chinooks and cold jet streams.  Different species are available from many sources but 

should be selected for the genetic origin of trees and species.  For example, ash trees grow as far south as               

Kentucky and north to Canada, but only those with a northern origin will be cold hardy for Montana.   

Plant seedlings when the ground has thawed, but the delivery date may be during unfavorable planting                

conditions.  If the ground is frozen, store the seedlings in a cool, dark location to keep them dormant.  If the 

seedlings have been held over for a week, then lightly water them.  Do not place seedlings directly into              

water buckets for a long period of time as their roots need oxygen to survive.  Seedlings that come out of               

dormancy will start to grow immediately and if they are not already properly planted, they will waste              

precious energy growing fragile roots that will break when disturbed by planting. 

Utilizing weed barrier fabric increases the chance for the seedlings to survive.  When planting seedlings in 

weed barrier fabric, cut an X in the fabric and plant the seedling in the middle of the X.  The roots should be 

planted so they face downward in the soil.  If any part of the root system curves upwards or back on              

itself, that portion will die back and waste precious resources for the seedlings to establish.  For larger                

plantings, using mechanical planters that are pulled behind a tractor are useful and often available for rent 

from conservation districts. 

Article source:  Windbreak Establishment, by Patricia Boehner and James R. Brandle, University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Sherman Finch, Soil Conservation Service 

Article source: Shelterbelts 101: Establishing a New Windbreak, by Rose Malisani, MSU Cascade County Extension Agent.  This article was written in collaboration with 
MSU Extension Forestry Specialist, Peter Kolb, PhD.  

Photo source:  Photo source: http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/images/g05900art01.jpg 



Featured Noxious Weed:  Diffuse Knapweed 
Description 
One of three invasive, state-listed knapweeds in Montana, 
diffuse knapweed is an annual, biennial or short-lived                
perennial plant. It can grow up to two feet in height and 
has a single taproot. The rosette consists of greatly divided 
and feathery looking leaves that are covered with small 
hairs. On the stem, leaves become alternate, smaller and 
less divided. They are lance-shaped and grayish-green in 
color. Stems are multi-branched and hairy as well. Stems 
and leaves are covered with fine, cobweb-type hairs.               
Numerous flowers are produced singly or in clusters of 
two or three at the end of the stems. Flowers tend to be 
white, but due to hybridization with other knapweeds, 
flowers can also be pink to purple. Triangular bracts are 
pale yellow green in color and have spine tips. Seeds are 
oval, dark colored, do not have a pappus, and are                       
contained in small fruits; this plant reproduces entirely by 
seed. Each plant can produce up to 18,000 seeds annually. 

Key Features 
Lower leaves with cobweb-type hairs, white flowers most of 
the time, spine-tipped bracts at the base of the flower. 

Habitat 
Diffuse knapweed is generally found on light, dry, porous 
soils. It prefers semi-arid to arid conditions and therefore, is 
not commonly found on irrigated lands.  This plant will grow 
in open sunshine or shady areas. Diffuse knapweed can be 
found in grasslands, forests, right-of-ways, riverbanks,                  
rangelands, and disturbed lands in both rural and urban                 
environments. 

Currently found in the following counties:   
Beaverhead, Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Cascade, Custer,                  
Daniels, Dawson, Fallon, Flathead, Gallatin, Glacier, Jefferson, 
Lake, Lewis & Clark, Liberty, Madison, McCone, Meagher,                
Mineral, Missoula, Petroleum, Prairie, Richland, Stillwater, Teton, 
Valley and Yellowstone 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Counties in Montana where diffuse knapweed has been reported (INVADERS Database 
System, http://invader.dbs.umt.edu).                                                                                                  
Article source:  http://mtweed.org/weeds/diffuse-knapweed/ 

http://flora.nhm-wien.ac.at/Seiten-Arten/Centaurea-diffusa.htm 

Diffuse knapweed: http://cariboord.ca/uploads/images/invasiveplants/crdinvasiveplants/diffuseknapweed/DSC00248%20-%20Copy.JPG 

Russian knapweed: http://www.nature.org/cs/groups/webcontent/@web/@idaho/documents/media/russian-knapweed.jpg                                                                                          

Spotted knapweed: http://nativeplants.msu.edu/uploads/images/SpottedKnapweed.jpg                                                                                                               

Diffuse knapweed 

Russian knapweed 

Spotted knapweed 



Each fall, MACD attends area meetings                       
for  each of Montana’s six Conservation                 

District Regions. At these meetings,                         
neighboring Conservation Districts get                     

together to discuss issues facing their areas,                   
programs the districts are implementing,               

proposed resolutions for the state convention                   
and more. The locations of the area meetings                       

rotate yearly, so that each district has the                                     
opportunity to host their neighbors.                  

The MACD Board of Directors and Staff                     
attend and help facilitate these meetings as                          
an opportunity to meet with local districts,                        

especially those who may not be                                            
attending the state convention. 

2016 Meeting Dates & Locations 

 9/20 Area 3 Fergus CD, Lewistown 

9/21 Area 1 Petroleum CCD, Winnett 

9/22 Area 2 Wibaux CD, Wibaux 

9/23 Area 4 Rosebud CD, Forsyth 

9/27 Area 5 Mineral CCD,  Superior 

9/28 Area 6 Madison CD,  Ennis 



106 10th Street 
P.O. Box 276 
Circle, MT  59215                                                             
Phone: 406-485-2744 x100 
Email: mcconecd@macdnet.org 
Website: www.mcconecountycd.com 
Like us on Facebook! McCone Conservation District                   

MCCONE CONSERVATION D ISTRICT 

Mission Statement—By performing a leadership role          
in conservation for McCone County, the District will  
develop a more sustainable and economic resource 
management plan for the community. 

Conservation District Authority– MCA 76-15-102                          
Declaration of policy.  It is hereby declared to be the 
policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation 
of soil and soil resources of this state, for the control 
and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of 
floodwater and sediment damages, and for furthering 
the conservation, development, utilization, and                 
disposal of water and therefore to preserve natural 
resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams 
and reservoirs, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,  
protect public lands, and protect and  promote the 
health, safety, and general welfare of the people of  
this state. 

MCCONE CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
Mission Statement  
Conservation District Authority  

 Conservation District Board & Staff 

Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
Casey Nay, Vice-Chairman 
Larry Nagel, Urban Supervisor 
Brant Quick, Rural Supervisor 
Josh Murphy, Rural Supervisor 
Greg Nagel, Rural Supervisor 
** Opening **, Rural Supervisor 
Kirk Haynie, Associate Supervisor 
Mary Hendrix, Administrator & Editor 
 

Calendar 
 

September 2016 

5 Labor Day: Office closed 

7 Board Meeting, Circle 

7-8 MT Range Tour, Big Timber 

7-9 Women Stepping Forward For Agriculture, Billings 

21 Area 1 Meeting, Winnett 

 

October 2016 

5 Board Meeting, Circle 

10 Columbus Day: Office closed 

 

November 2016 

2 Board Meeting, Circle 

8 General Election Day: Office closed 

11 Veteran’s Day: Office closed 

15-17 MACD Convention, Sidney 

24 Thanksgiving Day: Office closed 

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed on the Conservation News do not necessarily  
represent those of McCone Conservation District.  

 County Landownership Maps for Sale 

Wall Map    $30.00 

Book Map    $35.00 

Color Book Map   $45.00 

Equipment Rental 

Tree Planter   $0.20 per tree  

Fabric Layer   $0.05 a foot 

Post Pounder    $95.00 day/$550.00 week 

 

Tree Supplies 

Fabric Square 3’ x 3’  $0.75 each 

Fabric Rectangle 4’ x 3’  $1.00 each 

Fabric Staple   $0.10 each 

Fabric Staples   $50.00 box 

4’ Plastic Tree Protector  $2.00 each 

Plantskydd 1 Quart   $22.00  

Plantskydd 1 Gallon  $59.00  

www.favim.com 


