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Helena, MT –  

Governor Steve Bullock issued an executive order today declaring a statewide natural resource emergency 

for Montana water bodies due to the detection of the larvae of invasive aquatic mussels at Tiber Reservoir 

and suspected detections at Canyon Ferry Reservoir and the Milk and Missouri rivers.  

The signing of the Executive Order triggers the deployment of an interagency rapid response team to                   

respond to the emerging situation. “Aquatic invasive species are a serious threat to Montana’s critical                    

infrastructure and economy. The deployment of the multi-agency rapid response team will work quickly to 

identify and contain existing mussel populations, and prevent future introduction to other waterways,”                    

Bullock said. “The potential economic, ecological and recreational impacts for Montana and our region must 

be addressed quickly and every effort must be taken to prevent the additional spread of this threat.”  

Bullock has directed the Montana Invasive Species Advisory Council, Department of Natural Resources and 

Conservation, and Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks, to form a coordinated Rapid Response 

Team to immediately respond to the situation.   

“We’ve been working statewide and regionally for decades to  prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive 

mussels into Montana,” said incident commander Matthew Wolcott, who is leading the rapid response team. 

“With these detections we’re quickly transitioning from prevention efforts to a control and containment 

strategy to protect Montana water bodies and others within region.”  

Last month, aquatic invasive mussel larva was discovered in samples at Tiber Reservoir. Further testing at 

Tiber confirmed the presence of mussel larvae. Ongoing sampling and testing efforts turned up water                   

samples from Canyon Ferry Reservoir, the Milk River downstream of Nelson Reservoir and the Missouri               

River upstream of Townsend that were suspect for the mussel larvae. Additional samples from suspect water 

bodies are still being analyzed to provide further confirmation. Those tests results are expected within the 

next two weeks.  

Montana is a headwater state for three regionally significant river systems and the economic, environmental 

and recreational impacts of an invasive aquatic mussel infestation has national implications. The location of 

the detections, the value of the fisheries and recreational resources, the proximity to critical state                            

infrastructure such as hydroelectric dams, municipal water supplies, and irrigation structures require an     

effective and coordinated response.   

“Montana has prepared for this event and has the response structure in place,” said Bryce Christiaens, chair 

of the Governor’s Council on Invasive Species and a member of the response team. “With the support from 

the Governor and of regional invasive species partners, we have the ability to respond with an intense and 

coordinated effort.” 
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Emergency restrictions approved in effort to 

contain invasive mussel spread 

For Immediate Release 

 

Contact: 

Greg Lemon, Public Information Officer 

Montana Mussel Response 

(406) 444-2440 

MusselResponse@mt.gov 

 

December 1, 2016 

 

Helena, Mont.— The Montana Mussel Response team today announced immediate temporary emergency 

restrictions on the launch or removal of all boats, docks, and other structures for Tiber and Canyon Ferry 

reservoirs. 

Matt Wolcott, Incident Commander for the State’s Mussel Incident Response Team, said the restrictions are 

necessary to prevent the potential spread of invasive aquatic mussels from the two reservoirs to other                 

uncontaminated water bodies in Montana and elsewhere. 

The restrictions were approved this afternoon by the directors of the Montana Department of Natural                   

Resources and Conservation (DNRC) and Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP). 

“This closure prohibits the launch or removal of any boat, dock, or other structure that could potentially 

transport mussels,” said Wolcott.  “The closure will remain in effect until ice-up on the reservoirs.” 

Wolcott said the Response Team, which includes officials from DNRC and FWP, will reassess whether to      

extend the closure following ice breakup in spring. 

The larvae of aquatic invasive mussels were confirmed last month in water samples from Tiber Reservoir.  

Ongoing sampling and testing found “suspect” samples from Canyon Ferry Reservoir, the Milk River                  

downstream of Nelson Reservoir, and the Missouri River upstream from Townsend.  Wolcott said additional 

samples from those water bodies are being expedited and analyzed to provide definitive results.  Water 

samples from more than 200 water bodies in Montana are currently being analyzed. 

Governor Steve Bullock on Monday signed an executive order declaring a statewide natural resource                   

emergency for all Montana waters due to the discover of invasive mussels.  The DNRC, FWP, and Montana 

Invasive Species Advisory Council have formed a rapid response effort, including a unified Mussel Incident 

Response Team and a Joint Information Center. 

####### 

Photo source: Front page-zebra mussel  http://www.100thmeridian.org/photobank/US_Fish_and_Wildlife_Service/Zebras/JustMussels.jpg 
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—passed this year at the Montana Association of Conservation District Annual Convention    
Resolution 16-1:  Support for Conservation District Water Reservations 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts shall oppose any 

efforts to revoke or reduce the flowrates and volumes of any and all state reservations of water held by                 

Conservation Districts.  

 
Resolution 16-2:  Supporting Infrastructure 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that MACD be directed to coordinate with local conservation districts on state, 

federal and all other levels to address problems, concerns and potential solutions to fund irrigation                       

structures in need of repair, that are vital to local economies, wildlife, recreationalists, municipalities and                 

agriculture. 

 
Resolution 16-3:  Retaining the Coal Bed Methane Protection Act (CBMPA) Legislation 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts work with the                 

Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) and the state legislature to assure that the Coal 

Bed Methane Protection Act is retained as state law in order to maintain the future option of providing a 

mechanism to reimburse landowners with approved claims. 

 
Resolution 16-4:  Continued Funding for CBMPA Program  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts to approach the 

next Montana Legislature to request continued funding for the CBMPP  for program management, water  

sampling, and reimbursement to landowners for approved claims.  

 
Resolution 16-5:  Pollinator Outreach and Education  
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MACD encourages individual Conservation Districts to include  

pollinator projects in their annual goal setting.  

 

 

    

   To read each resolution in its entirety, please visit: www.macdnet.org.  

      Photo sources: https://d13yacurqjgara.cloudfront.net; https://static.pexels.com/photos/3237/scrabble-resolutions.jpg 



Soil is a living and life-giving natural resource.  As 

world population and food production demands rise, 

keeping our soil healthy and productive is of                   

paramount importance. By farming using soil health 

principles and systems that include no-till, cover 

cropping and diverse rotations, more and more 

farmers are actually increasing their soil’s organic 

matter and improving microbial activity. As a result, 

farmers are sequestering more carbon, increasing 

water infiltration, improving wildlife and pollinator 

habitat—all while harvesting better profits and often 

better yields.  The resources on this soil health                

section of our site are designed to help visitors                    

understand the basics and benefits of soil health—

and to learn about Soil Health Management Systems 

from farmers who are using those systems. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/

health/?cid=STELPRDB1048783 

Natural Resources Conservation Service  
United States Department of Agriculture  

Bon appetite! Cow-cam provides bovine view 

of cover crop grazing 

Ever wonder what a cow would eat when dining at  

a cover crop “salad bar?” Thanks to this under-

“cover” cow-cam, now you can.  Be sure to keep 

watching the video to its conclusion to see the                

story’s surprise happy ending. 

https://youtu.be/m5gQB2EyQcg 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 

Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local 

or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

Noted astronomer urges viewers to unlock the                    

secrets in the soil 

Dr. Laura Danly of California’s Griffith Observatory is 

helping USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation   

Service promote its “healthy soils” campaign. But 

why is an astronomer talking about soil, rather than 

the stars?  “Studying Earth is just like studying the 

planets. Earth is a planet, and it’s the most amazing 

planet we know. It’s the only one we know that has 

life on it, so it’s a natural for me to want to talk 

about Earth and share some important messages 

with people about how we can make Earth                  

healthier,” Danly says. 

  https://youtu.be/6tJIkAjDjjo?list=PL4J8PxoprpGZ-

uMTxScBBn9nYT6CMX8aD  

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5gQB2EyQcg&feature=youtu.be


A New Study Shows How Drinking More  
Water Can Supercharge Your Workday 

If you tend to feel sluggish during the workday, here's a surprisingly 
easy way to boost your productivity: Drink more water. 

Water has a myriad of physical benefits, from lubricating your joints 
to helping flush waste from your body. But according to a recent 
study published in the journal PLOS One, increasing your water  
intake can also have positive effects on your mood and energy level. 

The study, funded by Danone, set out to examine how a change in 
water intake would affect the moods and sensations of folks who  
habitually drank high volumes of water — two to four liters per day 
— and others who habitually drank low volumes of water — less 
than 1.2 liters per day.  

For three days, the researchers restricted the 22 high-volume                 
drinkers to a mere one liter of water a day. Meanwhile, they had the 
30 low-volume drinkers up their water intake to 2.5 liters a day. 
Throughout each day, they administered a series of tests to gauge the 
participants' mood, sleepiness, thirst and various other sensations.  
Their findings validate every parental figure who ever harped on you 
for not drinking enough water. (Sorry, Dad.)  

Besides being really thirsty, the high-volume drinkers forced to restrict their water intake experienced a decrease in                  
contentedness, calmness, positive emotions and vigor, according to the study. Meanwhile, the low-volume drinkers who 
increased their water intake reported feeling less fatigued, confused and sleepy.  “The present research results suggest that 
an increase or decrease in habitual water intake have, respectively, an improving or worsening effect on mood and                          
sensations depending upon an individual's habitual drinking habits," the researchers wrote. 

How much water should you really be drinking? To reach adequate hydration levels, women should consume around 2.7 
liters of water per day from beverages and food, according to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies. Men 
should consume around 3.7 liters. Those numbers are higher for folks who live in hot climates or do a lot of physical                          
activity. 

There are plenty of easy tricks to help you get there. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has a number of tips 
for folks not getting enough water. Try ordering water at restaurants, drinking your water with a lemon or lime to improve 
its taste and storing water bottles in the freezer so you can have ice-cold water on-the-go. 

Smartphone apps like Apple Health and Fitbit will also let you digitally track your water intake. Smart water bottles will tell 
you when to take a sip. And if you don't mind lugging around a plastic water jug everywhere you go, head to social media 
and check out the #GallonADayChallenge. 

Source: mic.com 

Questions?  Comments?  
Please contact: 
Mandi: drwa@midrivers.com 
Emilee: drwa2@midrivers  

(406) 485-3792 

mailto:drwa@midrivers.com


Join the Christmas Bird Count 

You can add to a century of citizen science data by signing up                                            

for a count near you 
 

Photo: Camilla Cerea/Audubon 

 

What is the Christmas Bird Count? The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is a long-

standing program of the National Audubon Society, with over 100 years of 

citizen science involvement. It is an early-winter bird census, where thousands 

of  volunteers across the US, Canada and many countries in the Western           

Hemisphere, go out over a 24 hour period on one calendar day to count birds. 

 

All Christmas Bird Counts are conducted between December 14 to January 5, 

inclusive dates, each season. Your local count will occur on one day between 

those dates. Participate in as many counts as you wish! 

 

How does participation work? 

There is a specific methodology to the CBC, and all participants must make 

arrangements to participate in advance with the circle compiler within an                     

established circle, but anyone can participate. 

 

Each count takes place in an established 15-mile wide diameter circle, and is 

organized by a count compiler. Count volunteers follow specified routes 

through a designated 15-mile (24-km) diameter circle, counting every bird 

they see or hear all day. It's not just a species tally--all birds are counted all 

day, giving an indication of the total number of birds in the circle that day.   

 

If you are a beginning birder, you will be able to join a group that includes at 

least one experienced birdwatcher. 

 

If your home is within the boundaries of a CBC circle, then you can stay at 

home and report the birds that visit your feeder on count day as long as you 

have made prior arrangement with the count compiler. Check out the sign-up 

link above during the sign-up season for information on how to contact the 

compiler.  

 

CBC 117 Locations: Miles City 

Name:   Jennifer Muscha 

Email:  jenmuscha@midrivers.com 

Abbrev:  MTMC 

Name:    Miles City 

Description: Center Miles City Airport                 
radio tower. 

Latitude : 46.43 

Longitude: -105.88 

Count Date: December 17, 2016 

 

CBC 117 Locations: Fort Union-
Yellowstone & Missouri Rivers                          
Confluence Area 

Name:   Audrey Barnhart 

Email:  audrey_barnhart@nps.gov 

Abbrev:  NDFY 

Name:  Fort Union-Yellowstone                
& Missouri Rivers Confluence Area 

Description Center at Jct. Hwys 1804  
& 58, near Fort Union N.H.S. 

 

Latitude: 48.00 

Longitude: -104.01 

Count Date: Contact Audrey 

 

CBC 117 Locations: Fort Peck 

Name:  Charles Carlson 

Email: chuckcmt@nemont.net 

Abbrev:  MTFP 

Name:  Fort Peck 

Description: Center flagpole                       
Benchmark Ft. Peck. 

Latitude : 48.01 

Longitude: -106.45 

Count Date: December 17, 2016 

LOCAL CHRISTMAS 

BIRD COUNTS 

Audubon's 117th                                             
Christmas Bird Count 



106 10th Street 
P.O. Box 276 
Circle, MT  59215                                                             
Phone: 406-485-2744 x100 
Email: mcconecd@macdnet.org 
Website: www.mcconecountycd.com 
Like us on Facebook! McCone Conservation District                   

MCCONE CONSERVATION D ISTRICT 

Mission Statement—By performing a leadership role          
in conservation for McCone County, the District will  
develop a more sustainable and economic resource 
management plan for the community. 

Conservation District Authority– MCA 76-15-102                          
Declaration of policy.  It is hereby declared to be the 
policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation 
of soil and soil resources of this state, for the control 
and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of 
floodwater and sediment damages, and for furthering 
the conservation, development, utilization, and                 
disposal of water and therefore to preserve natural 
resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams 
and reservoirs, preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,  
protect public lands, and protect and  promote the 
health, safety, and general welfare of the people of  
this state. 

MCCONE CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
Mission Statement  
Conservation District Authority  

 Conservation District Board & Staff 

Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 
Casey Nay, Vice-Chairman 
Larry Nagel, Urban Supervisor 
Brant Quick, Rural Supervisor 
Josh Murphy, Rural Supervisor 
Greg Nagel, Rural Supervisor 
** Opening **, Rural Supervisor 
Kirk Haynie, Associate Supervisor 
Mary Hendrix, Administrator & Editor 
 
Contributor: 
Mandi Nay, DRWA 

Calendar 
 

December 2016 

14 Board Meeting, Circle 

14 Soil Health Workshop, Winifred 

15 Soil Health Workshop, Lewistown 

17 Audobon’s 117th Christmas Bird Count, Ft. Peck, Miles City & Confluence 

25 Christmas Day: Office closed 

26 Christmas Holiday Observed: Office closed 

 

January 2017 

1 New Year’s Day: Office closed 

4 Board Meeting, Circle 

16 Martin Luther King Day: Office closed 

17-18 Winter Grazing Seminar, Glasgow 

19 Soil Health Workshop, Sidney 

 

February 2017 

1 Board Meeting, Circle 

20 Presidents Day: Office closed 

 

 

Disclaimer:  The views and opinions expressed on the Conservation News do not necessarily  
represent those of McCone Conservation District.  

County Landownership Maps for Sale 

Wall Map    $30.00 

Book Map    $35.00 

Color Book Map   $45.00 

Equipment Rental 

Tree Planter   $0.20 per tree  

Fabric Layer   $0.05 a foot 

Post Pounder    $95.00 day/$550.00 week 

 
Tree Supplies 

Fabric Square 3’ x 3’  $0.75 each 

Fabric Rectangle 4’ x 3’  $1.00 each 

Fabric Roll 6’ x 500’  $130.00 each 

Fabric Staple   $0.10 each 

Fabric Staples 500   $50.00 box 

Fabric Roll 6’ x 500’  $130.00 each 

Plantskydd 1 Quart   $22.00  

Plantskydd 1 Gallon  $59.00  

Message from the Editor: Please feel free to replicate or 
reproduce any articles in the McCone Conservation District                            
Conservation News, but cite the source.  Thank you. 


