
Upcoming Events in February  

● 2 Local Working Group            

Meeting, McCone County               

Fairgrounds, Circle  

● 4 Circle Ag Show, Circle 

High School Gym 

● 8 Board Meeting, Circle 

● 8 An Evening with Cropping 

Systems Workshop, Jordan 

● 10 DRWA Annual Meeting, 

Sidney 

● 14 Valentine’s Day 

● 20 Presidents Day: Office 

closed 

● 22 Expiring CRP Workshop, 

Scobey 

● 23 Expiring CRP Workshop, 

Froid 

● 24 Expiring CRP Workshop, 

Glasgow 
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Individual commitment to a group effort —  

that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a civilization work.                        

~Vince Lombardi 



Expiring CRP Workshop 

DATE:    February 24, 2017 

TIME:     10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

LOCATION:    Glasgow, Cottonwood Inn 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: No 

LUNCH:    Please RSVP one week prior to the meeting.  Lunch is provided  

     with a RSVP (Glasgow Meeting). 

Do you have CRP expiring?                                                                                  
Come learn what you can do with your acres expiring from CRP.   

Topics that will be covered include CRP enrollment, return to cropping, livestock production, wildlife conservation, and conservation easements. 

LOCATION VENUE DATE TIME RSVP CONTACT 

Ryegate Fire Hall February 8, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Ronelia Parry                             

406-568-2221 x2 

Billings Red Lion Convention 

Center 

February 9, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Julie Winters                                

406-657-6135 x2 

Scobey Catholic Center February 22, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Jamie Zumbuhl                            

406-487-5366 x2 

Froid Community Center February 23, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Jill Davidson                                

406-787-6262 x2 

Glasgow Cottonwood Inn February 24, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Mike Hagfeldt                          

406-228-4321 x2 

Choteau Stage Stop Inn March 1, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Lacey Orcutt                           

406-466-5351 x2 

Shelby Shelby Civic Center March 2, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Robert Hermance                    

406-434-5234 x2 

Havre Northern Ag                       

Research Center 

March 8, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Leslie Rispens                            

406-265-6792 x2 

Great Falls Montana Expo Park March 9, 2017 10:00am to 3:00pm Rusty Cowan                             

406-727-7580 x2 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in a meeting should contact the local meeting contact listed 

above or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339, and Jennifer.cole@mt.usda.gov no later than two business days prior to the 

meeting. 

For more information for the Glasgow meeting, please contact Mike Hagfeldt at 406-228-4321 x2. 



An Evening with Cropping Systems 

        —Suit and Tie Not Required 

February 8th @ 4— 8 pm 

Community Meeting Room in the Library Building, Jordan MT 

**P.F. Sportelli, with Columbia Grain—  

will speak about the marketing  

of Pulse Crops! 

**Producer Panel— to address local   

Garfield County success with cropping 

systems and rotations. 

**Marlon Winger— 

Regional Soil Health Specialist 

for MT, WY, and ID 

Marlon earned a MS and BS degree at 

Utah State University in Plant Science, 

grew up on a family owned dairy farm, 

where he found his passion for life 

(Agriculture).  After working for Utah 

State University Extension for 9 years, 

Marlon has been an agronomist with 

the NRCS for about 10 years in Utah 

and Idaho. 

He currently works as the Regional Soil 

Health Specialist for MT, WY, and ID. 

Marlon and family live on a ranchette  

in Wyoming where they raise pasture, 

sheep, hogs, a few calves and a large 

garden. 

Marlon will help audience members 

learn through visual demonstration 

“How Soil Functions” and how the 

more we emulate nature, we can start 

to decrease inputs. 

Sponsored by the Garfield County Conservation District & NRCS 

USDA is an equal Opportunity Employer, Provider, and Lender 



Plant performance can vary dramatically on sites affected by increased salt concentrations. Matching the salt tolerance 

of the species to the conditions at the site is an important consideration in the success of any new plantings. Many soils 

in the Northern Great Plains developed directly or indirectly from marine sediments that are naturally high in salts.                 

Excess salts injure plants by disrupting the uptake of water into the roots. 

Identifying the Problem: 

Discharge soils have subsoils that are high in calcium carbonate and usually have a dominant upward movement of 

water. They occur around or near wetlands. 

Saline seeps are most common south and west of the Missouri River. They usually occur in cultivated areas.  

Naturally occurring saline/sodic soils develop due to soil forming factors and not from human intervention. 

Soil salinity and related sodicity problems can be very complex. Saline and sodic soils are identified on maps created by 

the USDA NRCS. See your county Extension agent or district conservationist for more information regarding these soils.                                                                                              

Measuring Salts in the Soil 

Electrical conductivity (EC) provides an overall measure of  water-soluble salts. EC is usually measured in decisimens 

per meter (dS/m) of saturated extract. The higher the number, the higher the salt concentration. Measures from  0 to 2 

are considered non-saline with little or no injury to plants.  Measurements greater than 16 are considered strongly saline 

with extremely limited plant growth. 

Native Forb and Legume Species 

Little information is available on the salt tolerance of native forbs and legumes. The              

species listed may have a slight  tolerance depending on specific site conditions. 

Trees and Shrub Species 

Trees and shrub species are generally not                 

recommended for planting on salt-affected 

areas. However, some species are considered 

moderately tolerant to moderately sensitive. 

Older bare-root stock and/or potted stock are  

recommended for planting rather than small 

seedlings because of the greater salt tolerance 

of larger plants.  

 

Moderately Tolerant                                 

(EC 8-15) 

Moderately Sensitive                          

(EC 4-8) 

Moderately Sensitive  

Native Forb & Legume 

Species (EC 2-6) 

Seaberry Chokecherry Blanket flower 

Silverberry ‘Freedom’ Honeysuckle Yarrow 

Silver Buffaloberry Scotch Pine Yellow Coneflower 

Golden Currant Blue Spruce Fringed Sage wort 

Caragana Juneberry Purple Prairie clover 

Green Ash Villosa Lilac Maximillian Sunflower 

Rocky Mountain Juniper American Plum Scarlet Globe mallow 

Common Lilac Siberian Crabapple Canada milkvetch 

Ponderosa Pine Boxelder Two-grooved Milkvetch 

Austrian Pine Laurel Birch Lewis Flax 

Dwight Tober, Plant Materials Specialist; Wayne Duckwitz, Plant  Materials Center Manager;  and Steven Sieler, State Soil Liaison; USDA, NRCS, Bismarck, North Dakota 
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Plant Materials for Salt-Affected Sites in the Northern Great Plains 





Groundhog Day, February 2nd, is a popular tradition in the United States. It is also  
a legend that traverses centuries, its origins clouded in the mists of time with ethnic 
cultures and animals awakening on specific dates. Myths such as this tie our                    
present to the distant past when nature did, indeed, influence our lives. It is the day 
that the Groundhog comes out of his hole after a long winter sleep to look for his 

shadow.  If he sees it, he regards it as an omen of six more weeks of bad weather and returns to his hole.  If the 
day is cloudy and, hence, shadow-less, he takes it as a sign of spring and stays above ground. 

The groundhog tradition stems from similar beliefs associated with Candlemas Day (February 2nd) and the days 
of early Christians in Europe, and for centuries the custom was to have the clergy bless candles and distribute 
them to the people. Even then, it marked a milestone in the winter and the weather that day was important. 

According to an old English song:  If Candlemas be fair and bright, come, Winter, have another flight; if  Candlemas 
brings clouds and rain, go Winter, and come not again. 

According to an old Scotch couplet: If Candlemas Day is bright and clear, there'll be twa (two) winters in the year. 

Another variation of the Scottish rhyme: If Candlemas day be dry and fair, the half o' winter to come and mair,  if                   
Candlemas day be wet and foul, the half of winter's gone at Yule. 

The Roman legions, during the conquest of the northern country, supposedly brought this tradition to the Teutons, 
or Germans, who picked it up and concluded that if the sun made an appearance on Candlemas Day, an animal, 
the hedgehog, would cast a shadow, thus predicting six more weeks of bad weather, which they interpolated as 
the length of the "Second Winter." 

Pennsylvania's earliest settlers were Germans and they found groundhogs to in profusion in many parts of the 
state. They determined that the groundhog, resembling the European hedgehog, was a most intelligent and                 
sensible animal and therefore decided that if the sun did appear on February 2nd, so wise an animal as the 
groundhog would see its shadow and hurry back into its underground home for another six weeks of winter. 

The Germans recited:  For as the sun shines on Candlemas Day, So far will the snow swirl until the May. 

This passage may be the one most closely represented by the first Punxsutawney Groundhog Day observances  
because there were references to the length of shadows in early Groundhog Day predictions. 

Another February 2nd belief, used by American 19th century farmers, was:  Groundhog Day - Half your hay. 

New England farmers knew that we were not close to the end of winter, no matter how cloudy February 2nd was. 
Indeed, February 2nd is often the heart of winter. If the farmer didn't have half his hay remaining, there may have 
been lean times for the cows before spring and fresh grass arrived. 

The ancient Candlemas legend and similar belief continue to be recognized annually on February 2nd due to the 
efforts of the Punxsutawney Groundhog Club. 



Groundhog Fun Facts  
 The average groundhog is 20 inches long and normally weighs from 12 to 15 pounds. 

Punxsutawney Phil weighs about 20 pounds and is 22 inches long.  

 Groundhogs are covered with coarse grayish hairs (fur) tipped with brown or sometimes 

dull red. They have short ears, a short tail, short legs, and are surprisingly quick. Their 

jaws are exceptionally strong.  

 A groundhog's diet consists of lots of greens, fruits, and vegetables and very little              

water. Most of their liquids come from dewy leaves. 

 A groundhog can whistle when it is alarmed. Groundhogs also whistle in the spring 

when they begin courting.  

 Insects do not bother groundhogs and germs pretty much leave them alone. They are resistant to the 

plagues that periodically wipe out large numbers of wild animals. One reason for this is their cleanliness. 

 Groundhogs are one of the few animals that really hibernate. Hibernation is not just a deep sleep. It is                   

actually a deep coma, where the body temperature drops to a few degrees above freezing, the heart barely 

beats, the blood scarcely flows, and breathing nearly stops.  

 Young Groundhogs are usually born in mid-April or May, and by July they are able to go out on their 

own. The size of the litter is 4 to 9. A baby groundhog is called a kit or a cub.    

 A groundhog's life span is normally 6 to 8 years.  

 FAQ  
 

1. Yes, Punxsutawney Phil is the only true weather forecasting groundhog. The others are just 

imposters. 

 

2. There has been only one Punxsutawney Phil. Punxsutawney Phil gets his longevity from      

drinking "groundhog punch" (a secret recipe). One sip, which is administered every summer at 

the Groundhog Picnic, gives him seven more years of life. 

 

3. On February 2nd, Phil comes out of his burrow on Gobbler's Knob, in front of thousands of 

faithful followers from all over the world, to predict the weather for the rest of the winter. 

 

4. According to legend, if Punxsutawney Phil sees his shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter weather. If 

he does not see his shadow, there will be an early spring. 

 

5. No, Punxsutawney Phil's forecasts are not made in advance by the Inner Circle. After Phil emerges from his 

burrow on February 2nd, he speaks to the Groundhog Club President in Groundhogese. His proclamation is then 

translated for the world. 

 

6. The celebration of Groundhog Day began with the Germans, Pennsylvania's earliest settlers. They brought 

with them the legend of Candlemas Day, which states "For as the sun shines on Candlemas day, so far will the 

snow swirl in May...". The settlers found that groundhogs were plentiful and were the most intelligent and                   

sensible animal to carry on the legend of Candlemas Day. 

 

7. Punxsutawney held its first Groundhog Day in the 1800's. The first official trek to Gobbler's Knob made on 

February 2nd, 1887.  

 

8. So the story goes, Punxsutawney Phil was named after King Phillip. Prior to being called Phil, he was called 

Br'er Groundhog. 
Article source & photos: www.groundhog.org 

Groundhogs belong to the order Sciuromorpha, family Sciuridae, which includes 

squirrels, chipmunks, marmots and prairie dogs. Groundhogs are the largest members 

of the squirrel family. The most common groundhog is the woodchuck (Marmota monax). 
www.nimals.mom.me 





McCone Conservation District 

106 10th Street 

P.O. Box 276 

Circle, MT  59215                                                             

Phone: 406-485-2744 x100 

Email: mcconecd@macdnet.org 

Website: www.mcconecountycd.com 

 Conservation District Board & Staff 

Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 

Larry Nagel, Urban Supervisor 

Greg Nagel, Rural Supervisor 

Josh Murphy, Rural Supervisor 

Brant Quick, Rural Supervisor 

Quinn Hardy, Rural Supervisor 

** Opening **, Urban Supervisor 

Mary Hendrix, Administrator & Editor 

 

Contributors: 

Mandi  & Emilee, DRWA 

 

MCCONE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Mission Statement  

Mission Statement—By performing a leadership role in conservation for 

McCone County, the District will  develop a more sustainable and economic 

resource management plan for the community. 

Conservation District Authority– MCA 76-15-102                                                            

Declaration of policy:  It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature 

to provide for the conservation of soil and soil resources of this state, for the 

control and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of floodwater and 

sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, development,                

utilization, and disposal of water and therefore to preserve natural                        

resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs,                 

preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,  protect public lands, and protect and  

promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of  this state. 

Message from the Editor:  Feel free to replicate or reproduce any                 

articles in the McCone Conservation District Conservation News, but 

please cite the source.  Thank you. 

Shrub and Tree Sale Still On-Going! 

Pre-Order Landscape Fabric & Staples 

Ask us about our Equipment Rentals 

                                            

We have an     

Opening                                       

for an Urban               

Supervisor.      

 If interested, 

please                                   

contact our office. 

I had rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world. ~ George Washington 


