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Upcoming Events in January 

● 2 New Year’s Day: Office closed  

● 4 Board Meeting, Circle 

● 5 MRCDC Meeting, Havre 

● 16 MLK Day: Office closed 

● 17-18 Winter Grazing Seminar, 

Glasgow 

● 19 Soil Health Workshop,                 

Sidney 

● 26-29 Montana Winter Fair, 

Lewistown 
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A New Year's resolution is a tradition in which a person makes a promise to do an act of 
self-improvement or something slightly nice beginning on New Year’s Day. ~ Wikipedia 

Every January, many people make resolutions.  Optimism is high and the new year offers a 

clean slate for those to lose weight, exercise more, pay down credit cards, go back to school, 

travel to exotic locales or even to learn another language.  Often, the best intentions fail                  

spectacularly or are forgotten by February. 

This year, I decided to forgo making personal resolutions.  Instead, I plan on pondering some 

Life is Short memes found online.  Here are a just a few.  Enjoy! 

 Life is short.  Buy the shoes.  Drink the wine.  Order the dessert.  

 Life is short.  Do stuff that matters. 

 Life is short.  There is no time to leave important words unsaid. 

 Life is short.  Work somewhere awesome. 

 Life is short.  Play with your dog. 

 Life is short.  So smile while you still have teeth! 

 Life is short.  Don’t miss opportunities to spend time with the people that                                                  

you love. 

 Life is short.  Lick the bowl! 

 Life is too short to be anything but happy. 

 Life is too short to someone else.  Just be yourself. 

 Life is too short to be cynical.  So smile, dare to believe, and leave the door open for magic. 

 Life is too short to spend it at war with yourself. 

 Life is too short to spend time with people who suck the happiness out of you. 

 Life is too short to waste your time holding grudges and hating others. 

 Life is too short to play small. 

 Life is too short to wake up in the morning with regrets. 

 Life is too short to wear boring clothes. 

 Life is too short to have boring hair. 

 Life is too short and it is up to you to make it sweet. 

Happy New Year 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiloqSjv5fRAhXLJCYKHS8YAToQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flikesuccess.com%2Ftopics%2F37582%2Fpresent-life%2F2&bvm=bv.142059868,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNHLShHNJmuFwJr-oku4mgwqoNXPk


Soil pH 
 

To measure the acidity of a substance,                    

scientists use the pH test. The abbreviation 

pH stands for parts  Hydrogen, as the ability 

to release Hydrogen to a chemical reaction is 

one characteristic of an acid. The pH scale 

runs logarithmically from 0 to 14 - where 0 is 

a highly acidic value, 14 is highly alkaline, 

and 7 is perfectly neutral. 

Generally, soils have a pH in the slightly        

acidic range (the upper 6's), with only soils 

that have a high lime content running into the 

alkaline end of the scale. Most plants require 

a soil pH between 6.6 and 7.0, with a few 

exceptions preferring more extreme                  

conditions. Wet soils tend to be more acidic 

than dry soils, as chemicals which would      

otherwise neutralize the pH level get washed 

away before they have a chance to react. 

From the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry… 

 

Extremely acid: less than 4.5   Stomach acid = 2.0, Soda = 2.0—4.0, Lemon =  2.5, Vinegar = 3.0 

Very strongly acid: 4.5—5.0   Tomatoes = 4.5, Beer = 4.5—5.0 

Strongly acid: 5.1—5.5     Carrots = 5.0, Boric acid = 5.2, Cabbage = 5.3, Asparagus = 5.5 

Moderately acid: 5.6—6.0   Potatoes = 5.6 

Slightly acid: 6.1—6.5    Salmon = 6.2, Cow’s milk = 6.5 

Neutral: 6.6—7.3    Saliva = 6.6—7.3, Shrimp = 7.0, Blood = 7.3 

Slightly alkaline: 7.4—7.8   Eggs = 7.6—7.8 

Moderately alkaline: 7.9—8.4   Sea water = 8.2, Sodium bicarbonate = 8.4 

Strongly alkaline: 8.5—9.0   Borax = 9.0 

Very strongly alkaline: greater than 9.1  Milk of magnesia = 10.5, Ammonia = 11.1, Lime = 12.0 

 

Full Citation: IGBP-DIS (1998) SoilData(V.0) A program for creating 

global soil-property databases, IGBP Global Soils Data Task, France. 

Descriptive Terms Commonly Associated                                                         

With Certain Ranges In Soil pH 
http://www.esmerio.co 



Tolerances of 

Hardiness Zone Plant          Poor Drainage Drought Alkalinity Salt Shade Growth Rate Maturity Rate 

2 Eastern Red Cedar Low High High High Low Medium Medium 

2 Black Hills Spruce Low Medium Medium Medium High Low High 

2 Colorado Blue Spruce Low Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium High 

2 Scotch Pine Low High Medium Low Low Medium High 

2 Western Serviceberry Low High High Medium Medium Low Low 

2 Paper Birch Low Low Medium High Medium Medium Medium 

2 Amur Maple Medium High Medium Medium Medium Medium Low 

2 Common Hackberry Medium High High Medium Medium High High 

2 Redoiser Dogwood High Medium High Low Medium Medium Low 

3 Silver Maple High High Medium High Medium High High 

3 Ohio Buckeye Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium Medium 

3 Ponderosa Pine Low High Medium Medium Low Medium High 

3  Common Chokecherry Low Medium Medium Medium Low Medium Medium 

3 Ussurian Pear Medium High High Medium Low Medium High 

3 Green Ash High High High High Medium High High 

3 Honeylocust High High High High Low High High 

3 Bur Oak Medium High High Medium Medium Medium High 

3 Crabapple Medium Medium High High Low Medium Low 

3 White Poplar Medium Medium High High Low High High 

3 Cottonwood High Medium High High Low High High 

3 Rocky Mountain Juniper Low High High High Low Medium Medium 

3 American Linden Medium Medium High Low Medium Medium High 

3 Siberian Elm High High High High Medium High High 

4 Austrian Pine Low High High High Low Medium High 

Shrub & Tree Selection Guide 

Poor drainage:   Flooded or compacted soils with low oxygen availability 

Drought:   Lack of water 

Alkalinity:  High soil pH: higher than 6.5 to 7 

Salt:   Mainly referring to salt spray or deposition on tops, though this may 

indicate some tolerance to soil salinity. 

Shade:   Lack of sunlight 

Growth rate:  Refers to height growth for the first ten years after a tree is planted. Low = less than 12 inches/year;                                              

   Medium = 12-24 inches/year; and High = 24 inches/year 

Maturity height:  Will vary considerably by cultivar and site and is shown here for the species assuming adequate care.                          

Article source: Selecting and Planting Landscape 

Trees, by Mike Kuhns, Extension Forester and 

Larry Rupp, Extension Horticulturist; Utah Sate 

University Extension, Second Edition July 2000 



Story of a Champion: Plains Cottonwood 

2015 Montana Registry of Big Trees  
The Plains Cottonwood, Populus deltoids, is a fast growing                  

species that can reach large volumes quickly, and Montana grows 

them very well.  Found in areas of moist, low ground, it is a                    

species that thrives across the state, east and west. This champion 

story starts on the extreme eastern edge of the state. The oldest                   

record in the Montana Registry of the Plains Cottonwood was a 308 

point tree in Wibaux County.  Measured in February of 1980,                                                                                           

the tree located on the property of the town  of Wibaux’s Christian                         

Fundamentalist Church was recognized as the first champion, but it                                                                                               

faced immediate competition. 

A trio of trees, all in Richland County near Sidney, were measured and submitted to the registry in 1980.  

All three would qualify as co-champions under the current rule of the 15 point range.  

The Wibaux tree was  officially displaced as champion by a 402 point tree owned by Mel Bakken, also in 

the Sidney area. Measured in July 1981 at 25 feet in circumference and 80’ tall,  Mr. Bakken remembered 

the tree as 4-5 feet tall in 1911, a few years before he purchased the land. 

The championship moved to western Montana in 1987 to a specimen on the Daly Mansion property in                    

Hamilton in Ravalli County. The Daly tree almost as large as in circumference as the Bakken tree at 24 feet, 

measured 40 feet taller, at 120  feet to earn a total of 433 point. 

Then in 1999 two large trees in the Corvallis area of Ravalli County were measured for the registry. A 536 

point tree on the old Quast Homestead owned by Wallace Weber became the new champion. The second 

tree located on the Huls Dairy property scored an impressing 506 points, just a little short of the mark.                                      

In 2004 a wildlands Plains Cottonwood champ was added to the registry as co-champion. Located in                  

central Montana’s Sweetgrass County, this 288 point tree is thought to be one of the oldest trees on the       

Yellowstone River plain. 

Upon re-measure in 2009, the Huls Dairy tree, originally nominated in 1999, was found to have gained 

eight feet of height and 17 inches in circumference.  Now scoring 530, it earned co-champion status. In 

2010, the Huls Dairy tree became outright Montana urban champ when the co-champion Quast Homestead 

tree was cut down. The Huls Dairy tree was further recognized as the National Champ Plains Cottonwood 

in 2012  on the death of the reigning tree in Colorado.  The National Champ continues to face competition; 

the strongest contenders being within Montana. 

In 2012 two new nominations breaking the 500 point barrier were found.  One a 504 point tree in Billings 

in  Yellowstone County owned by Harley O’Donnell.  The second a 507 point tree in Lake County on                     

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal land.  Edgar and Carl Sirucek lived on the land around this near 

champion as kids before World War II, and the cable from their swing still hangs in the branches.  Although 

these two trees fall just short of co-champion status in Montana, they both outscore nominated trees from 

other states.  A Colorado tree at 466 points and a Iowa tree at 430 points are the runners-up nationally.                           

One thing these massive trees show, is that Montana grows Plains Cottonwoods very well. 

To read more or to nominate a tree,  please visit http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/forestry/docs/assistance/big-tree/2014_bigtreeregister.pdf 

Points = Circumference (inches) + Height (feet) + 1/4 Average Crown Spread (feet) = Total 

Huls Dairy Tree                                                  

National Champ 530 



Huls Dairy Tree (112 feet or 34.1 m) 

Plains Cottonwood 
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The tallest trees in the world are redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens), which tower above the ground in                    

California.  These trees can easily reach heights of 300 feet (91 meters). 

Among the redwoods, a tree named Hyperion dwarfs them all.  The tree was discovered in 2006, and is 

379.4 feet (115.6  m) tall.  Shortly after it was measured and deemed the world’s tallest, a writer for the 

New Yorker climbed close  to the top and described what it was like to stand there. 

“A wind had begun to blow, and the top of Hyperion swayed back and forth,” wrote Richard Preston.  

“The branches here were spindly, and were encrusted with many kinds of lichen.” 

Other giant redwoods include Helios, which is just a shade smaller than Hyperion, at 374.3 feet (114.1 m), 

as well as Icarus (371.2 feet or 113.1 m) and Daedalus (363.4 feet or 110.8 m).  The exact locations of 

many of these giants is kept secret to prevent vandalism. 

A typical redwood lives for 500 to 700 years, although some have been documented at more than 2,000 

years old.  The National Park Service says the redwoods’ great height is due, in part, to the favorable                 

climatic conditions found in California, including mild year-round temperatures and heavy annual rainfall. 

What is the World’s Tallest Tree?                                                                                            

By Elizabeth Howell, Live Science Contributor                                                    

April 15, 2013                                                                                                                    

http://www.livescience.com/28729-tallest-

tree-in-world.html                                                                                    

Photo sources: www.itwmt.com & 

www.istockphoto.com  HYPERION 

 

My dad once gave me a few 

words of wisdom, which I’ve                    

always tried to live by. He                     

said, “Son, never throw                           

a punch at a redwood.”                                                       

~ Magnum, P.I. 

 

To whoever invented fantasy, 

redwood trees, and apple pie                    

for breakfast-well done.                          

~ Dr. SunWolf,                                   

professorsunwolf.com 



Change in Farming Operation 

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have picked up or 

dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you 

report the changes to your county FSA office as soon as 

possible. When making ownership changes please provide 

a copy of the land deed or recorded land contract for                   

purchased property.  A reminder that the failure to                 

maintain accurate farm records with FSA on all land you 

have an interest in can cause potential loss of program 

eligibility. 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency  Financing details can impact your                       

program eligibility 

Loans used to purchase or rent land or equipment, or 

to obtain operating capital, which are acquired from, 

cosigned by, or secured by, anyone else with an                 

interest in your operation, or in whose operation you 

have an interest, can result in ineligibility for some 

FSA programs. An interest may be as a landowner, 

tenant, or any other affiliation which results in an                   

interest in the land or crop involved in the operation.               

 

A variety of lending practices can result in more                

restrictive application of payment eligibility rules and 

can result in ineligibility. These practices include, but 

are not limited to, lenders using land, equipment, or 

crops that are owned by another party, such as a  

landowner or tenant, to secure your loan; the same 

assets being pledged to secure loans for multiple             

different operations; shared loans or lines of credit; 

personal guarantees made by a landowner or tenant; 

and other types of financing arrangements that would 

result in another party assuming part or all of the risk 

associated with the loan, or gaining a potential interest 

in your crop proceeds.  

 

Please ensure that questions relating to lending                  

arrangements are currently fully and correctly                  

answered on your CCC-902 farm operating plan if you 

are participating in programs requiring an “actively  

engaged in farming” determination, and promptly notify 

your recording county FSA office of changes to your 

lending arrangements which may impact your eligibility                

determination. 

USDA Announces Enrollment Period for 

Safety Net Coverage in 2017: Signup                  

began Nov. 1 and ends on Aug. 1, 2017  

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced 

that producers on farms with base acres under the safety 

net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as 

the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss                

Coverage (PLC) programs, can begin visiting FSA county 

offices starting Nov. 1, 2016, to sign contracts and enroll 

for the 2017 crop year. The enrollment period will continue 

until Aug. 1, 2017.  

 

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to

-year, producers on the farm must enroll by signing a      

contract each program year.  

 

If a farm is not enrolled during the 2017 enrollment period, 

the producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial 

assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2017 

crop should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 

historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the 

program. Producers who made their elections in 2015 

must still enroll during the 2017 enrollment period. 

  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-
8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 

http://www.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/index


Upcoming FSA Dates and Deadlines  

The following are upcoming FSA program dates and deadlines. 

Contact your local FSA office for more information. 

  

NOW!!: File form CCC-633 EZ page 1 with FSA before losing                 

beneficial interest to maintain Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP)                   

eligibility. (To request payments, producers need to submit page 2 

of the CCC-633EZ.)  

Dec. 26: USDA Service Centers closed: observance of Christmas 

Day  

Jan. 1: Newly elected County Committee Members take office  

Jan. 2: USDA Service Centers closed : observance of New Year’s  

Day 

Jan. 3: 2017 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Honey covered under 

NAP (or 30 days after placement of colonies)  

Jan. 15: 2017 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Established Stand 

Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed and Cherries  

Jan. 16: USDA Service Centers closed: Martin Luther King Day  

Jan. 30: Deadline for 2016 Livestock Forage Disaster                     

Program (LFP) Application for Payment and Supporting                      

Documentation  

Jan. 30: Deadline for 2016 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)             

Application for Payment  

Jan. 30: Deadline for Tree Assistance Program (TAP)                       

Application for Payment and Supporting Documentation for Loss 

for 2016 (or 90 days after disaster event or loss was apparent)  

Feb. 1: Final Availability Date for Loans and LDPs for Mohair,                

Unshorn Pelts (LDP only) & Wool  

Feb. 20: USDA Offices closed : observance of Presidents Day  

March 15: 2017 NAP Application Closing Date for Spring Crops 

(except spring seeded rye, speltz, triticale, wheat, and mixed               

forage)  

May 29: USDA Service Centers closed: observance of Memorial 

Day  

March 31: Final availability date for Loans and LDPs for Barley, 

Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Wheat and 

Sesame Seed  

May 31: Final availability date for Loans and LDPs for Corn, Dry 

Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice,                           

Safflower Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans and Sunflower Seed  

Local 

Working 

Group 

Meeting 

 

 

 

February 2, 2017 

6pm—8pm 

McCone County Fairground 

What is a Local Working Group?  

Local working groups, led by the Conservation                 

District board, are comprised of agricultural                         

producers, professionals representing agricultural 

and natural resource interests, owners/operators of 

non-industrial private forest land, and individuals                        

representing a variety of disciplines in soil, water, 

wetland, plant, forestry, and wildlife sciences who 

are familiar with agricultural and natural resource 

issues in the local community.  LWG meetings are 

typically held biannually and are open to the public. 

Who Should Attend 

Local work group attendees should be diverse and 

can include: agricultural producers, grain growers, 

livestock producers, grazing districts, irrigation                    

districts, owners of private forest land, agricultural 

and environmental organizations, MSU Extension, 

County weed departments, BLM, FSA, USFS, COE, 

FWS, FWP, DEQ, DNRC, NRCS, non-profit groups that 

have natural resource in their best interest. 

 

Possible Resource Concerns 

Recommendations can include special target areas or 

specific concerns such as soil health, range health, 

weeds (be specific), wildlife habitat, eligible                          

conservation practices, the need for new and                    

innovative conservation practices, cost-share rates 

on conservation programs, and public outreach and                           

information efforts. The Local Working Group allows 

local input into how federal dollars are spent. 

For more information, please contact the                              

District Office at 406-485-2744 x100. 



December 5, 2016 

Office of the Governor 

PO Box 200801 

Helena, MT 59620-0801 
 

RE:  Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority / Budget Concerns 
 

Governor Bullock: 

I am writing on behalf of the Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority Board of Directors. We would like to express our severe                 

disappointment with your decision to repurpose Coal Tax Trust Fund interest dollars over the course of the next biennium.  As I’m sure 

you are aware, Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority—also called DRWA—is a rural water project in eastern Montana aiding the 

counties of McCone, Richland, Dawson, Garfield, and Prairie.  At full build, DRWA will service practically 27,000 residents.  Coal Tax 

Trust fund interest that has historically been used for construction grant funding to Montana Rural Water Projects is key to providing 

crucial water infrastructure to those in need. And, severely limiting that funding source to boost a  “rainy day fund” is tragic. 

DRWA has been working on this project for more than a decade by utilizing funds from local, state, and federal sources.  To date, close 

to $4 million has been invested into the DRWA project and we have made considerable progress.  We have been working closely with 

DNRC to keep this project moving forward and the failure to obtain continued funding from the state of Montana for a portion of the 

actual construction could deal a fatal blow to the continued advancement of the DRWA project. 

There are currently four Rural Water Projects in Montana:  DRWA, Fort Peck Dry Prairie, Rocky Boy North Central, and Musselshell 

Judith Central Montana.  To say there is an urgency for rural water in Montana would be an understatement.  At full build out the four 

Rural Water Projects would service approximately 99,500 Montana citizens with safe, clean drinking water (nearly 10% of the                       

population).  Secure drinking water is something taken for granted in highly populated areas.  Sadly, there is a profoundly large                 

portion of the state without that luxury.  In 2016, safe and clean drinking water should not be considered a luxury for anyone.  It 

should be a way of life! 

Please reconsider the availability of construction grant funding for Montana Rural Water Projects.  The state has an obligation to                  

provide safe existence to Montana citizens and hindering drinking water funding is not progress. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Thank you, 

 
 

Mandi Nay, Coordinator 

Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority 

 

DRWA Board of Directors: 

Jerry Meissner, Chairman (Circle) 

Allen Rosaaen, Vice-Chairman (Circle) 

Jim Moos, Secretary (Vida) 

Mike McKeever, Treasurer (Jordan) 

Alan Pluhar (Cohagen) 

Monte Billing (Jordan) 

Jacob Lundstrom (Glendive) 

Grant Watson (Lambert) 

Tom Ruffatto (Brockton) 

Richard Iversen (Culbertson) 

Charles Miller (Brockton) 

This is a copy of the letter sent out by                     

Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority to 

Governor Bullock and Montana Legislators 

and Senators in hopes of gaining support for 

reinstatement of funding to the DNRC that      

provides grants to Montana Rural Water                     

Projects, such as DRWA.  It is our hope that 

we can gain enough support to continue in 

our goal to provide quality water to the                   

people in our service area, which would be 

made possible by the financial support of the 

State of Montana and Governor Bullock. 



Dr. Dwayne Beck (January Workshops: Great Falls, Billings, Sidney)  

Dr. Dwayne Beck has been a researcher in plant & soil sciences at South Dakota 

State University for over 30 years.  As the manager of the Dakota Lakes Research 

Farm, his research focuses on developing profitable no-till systems for irrigated 

and dryland areas in central South Dakota, as well as alternative energy systems 

for ranches.  He was inducted into the South Dakota Hall of Fame in 2007 and was 

presented with the American Agricultural Editors Association Distinguished Service 

Award in 2008. 

  

Dan Forgey (January Workshops: Great Falls, Billings, Sidney) 

Dan has been with Cronin Farms for 47 years and is the cropping foreman for the 

farm. During their 24 years of No-till, Dan acknowledges that mistakes have been 

made, but that Cronin Farms is gaining and learning from them. Dan has lived 

through the 23 years of tillage with planting 75% of our acres and leaving 25% as 

black fallow. He knows how to destroy the soil, but also how to make the soil come 

alive again. Cronin’s planted 11 cash crops and 3 forage crops in 2016. To                       

continue their success, Cronin Farms is now working cattle into their no till system 

with the use of cover crops. With no-till, diversified rotations and cover crops we 

are starting to see the real benefit of soil health. The attitude that as long as you 

keep learning from your mistakes, No-till will work.  He is a firm believer that you 

should take care of the land, and it will take care of you.  He attributes much of the 

farm’s success to the teachings of Dwayne Beck.   We are also a big user of                   

precision agriculture with 85% of our acres VRA.  



County Landownership Maps 

Wall Map   $30.00 

Book Map    $35.00 

Color Book Map  $45.00 

Tree Planter   $0.20 per tree  

Fabric Layer   $0.05 a foot 

Post Pounder    $95.00 day or 

    $550.00 week 

 

Tree Supplies 

Fabric Square 3’ x 3’  $0.75 each 

Fabric Rectangle 4’ x 3’ $1.00 each 

Fabric Roll 6’ x 500’  $130.00 each 

Fabric Staple   $0.10 each 

Fabric Staples 500  $50.00 box 

Plantskydd 1 Quart  $22.00  

Plantskydd 1 Gallon  $59.00  

Conservation Shrubs & Trees 

Equipment Rental 

We are now accepting orders for shrubs and 

trees  for the 2017 planting  season. Order                   

fulfillment are based on availability, so we                   

encourage purchasing early to guarantee species 

and size.   

Please note prices and specimen sizes may be 

subject to change without notice due to                          

availability of nursery inventory.   

Orders will be taken until March 17, 2017.                    

Shipment of trees may be expected by the last 

week  of April 2017 to mid May 2017. 



McCone Conservation District 

106 10th Street 

P.O. Box 276 

Circle, MT  59215                                                             

Phone: 406-485-2744 x100 

Email: mcconecd@macdnet.org 

Website: www.mcconecountycd.com 

 Conservation District Board & Staff 

Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 

Larry Nagel, Urban Supervisor 

Josh Murphy, Rural Supervisor 

Greg Nagel, Rural Supervisor 

Brant Quick, Rural Supervisor 

** Opening **, Rural Supervisor 

** Opening **, Urban Supervisor 

Mary Hendrix, Administrator & Editor 

 

Contributor: 

Sue Wittkopp, CEC, FSA 

Mandi Nay, Coordinator, DRWA 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Mission Statement—By performing a leadership role in conservation for 

McCone County, the District will  develop a more sustainable and economic 

resource management plan for the community. 

Conservation District Authority– MCA 76-15-102                                                            

Declaration of policy:  It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature 

to provide for the conservation of soil and soil resources of this state, for the 

control and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of floodwater and 

sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, development,                

utilization, and disposal of water and therefore to preserve natural                        

resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs,                 

preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,  protect public lands, and protect and  

promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of  this state. 

Message from the Editor: Feel free to replicate or reproduce any 

articles in the McCone Conservation District Conservation News, but 

please cite the source.  Thank you. 

The views expressed in the Conservation News does not necessarily 

reflect those of the Conservation District or its board members. 

Let our New Year's resolution be this: we will be there                                                
for one another as fellow members of humanity,                                                             

in the finest sense of the word.                                                                             
Goran Persson  

2017  
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