
Upcoming Events in March 

 1 Building the Soil Health                   

Foundation, Bismarck, ND 
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Seasonal jobs open for mussel response inspection  

and decontamination stations 
 

Fish & Wildlife - Region 7  

Tue Feb 14 10:06:00 MST 2017 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks today announced that it is recruiting additional 

aquatic invasive species inspection and laboratory technicians for the upcoming 

season. The job opportunities are part of the state’s on -going effort to battle 

the risk of spreading invasive mussels to other areas in the state. The                

seasonal jobs, which offer competitive pay and benefits, will generally run from 

April through October. 

 

In October 2016, Montana’s first-ever detection of invasive mussel larvae showed 

up in Tiber Reservoir – and “suspect” detections turned up in Canyon Ferry              

Reservoir, the Missouri River below Toston Dam, and the Milk River. The                      

discovery triggered a natural resource emergency in Montana and led to               

several strategies to manage the threat of invasive mussels spreading to other 

areas. 

 

Recent Joint Mussel Response Implementation Team recommendations to the 

Montana Legislature addressed annual preventative actions including additional 

mandatory Montana watercraft inspection stations; deployment of watercraft              

decontamination stations at Tiber and Canyon Ferry reservoirs; and doubling 

sample collection to more than 1,500 taken from more than 200 waterbodies. 

 

To qualify for one of the seasonal positions on the AIS team, applicants must 

be at least 18 years old, possesses a valid driver’s license and clean driving 

record. Additional skills should include excellent customer service, a strong                

public service work ethic, and the ability to work in a team atmosphere.                

Interest in natural resource conservation is desired but not required.  FWP            

hiring staff will be on hand at the following locations to review resumes,        

conduct interviews and accept applications (see top of page two): 



 City  Location  Date  Time 

 Billings  FWP Regional Headquarters 

 2300 Lake Elmo Dr. 

 March 7 -- Interviews 

 March 8 – Complete paperwork 

 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Miles City  Miles City Job Service 

 12 N. 10th St. 

 March 9 – Interviews 

 March 10 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Glendive  Astoria 

 201 California Ave. 

 March 11– Interviews 

 March 12 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Glasgow  FWP Regional Headquarters 

 54078 U.S. Hwy 2 W 

 March 13– Interviews 

 March 14 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  3p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Havre  Havre Job Service 

 160 First Ave. 

 March 15– Interviews 

 March 16 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Kalispell  FWP Regional Headquarters 

 490 Meridian Road 

  

 March 17– Interviews 

 March 18 – Interviews 

 March 18 – Complete Paperwork 

 March 19 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  4 p.m. 

 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

 1 p.m. –  3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

 Missoula  FWP Regional Headquarters 

 3201 Spurgin Road 

 March 20– Interviews 

 March 21 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. –  3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 

 Butte  Butte Job Service 

 2201 White Blvd. 

 March 22– Interviews 

 March 23 – Complete Paperwork 

 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 8 a.m. – 11 p.m. 



Local Working Group:  Identifying Natural Resource                                          

Concerns in McCone County 

Moving Forward 2017-2019  
Workshops + Educational Outreach:   

Range Monitoring; Soil Health; Saline Seep; 

Quality of Life; Succession Planning;                              

Conservation Technology Apps;                                

Conservation and New Pipelines; and                      

Pollinator/Honey Bee; Ag in the Classroom; 

Rural Water Information; Farm operations, 

records and bookkeeping; provide pesticide 

points 

Grant Ideas:   

Cover crop cost share; cost-share for                       

chemicals; big slide-in sprayer for pickup 

trucks 

Bus Tours:  

Soil Health Bus Tour; Tour to see New                 

Pipeline installation 

More EQIP:  

More conservation in EQIP compared to CSP 



“It looks bad, it tastes bad, the only good thing about it is that it is wet”                           

-McCone County Resident 

By Mandi Nay                                                                                                                                    

 

When my family and I moved back to Montana in 2012, I never dreamed I would have the opportunity to help carry out 

something as essential as regional water.  The thought hadn’t crossed my mind primarily because I had been off  living in 

heavily-populated areas since leaving Circle.  I had quickly grown very accustomed to the great quality water that was 

found seemingly everywhere.  I’m embarrassed to admit it, but I had become thoroughly desensitized to the struggles 

with such an important resource because I didn’t see them every day.   

The problem is real, it’s not going away on its own, and Regional Water in Montana is the answer.  Good, quality water is 

critical to a healthy existence and regional water provides that in a fiscally and economically responsible manner.  It  is 

2017, safe water needs to be a way of life!! 

About DRWA:  

For those who may not be familiar with the project, Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority (DRWA) is one of four                        

Regional Water Systems in Montana formed to address the serious water needs in our area.  At full build out, an                  

estimated 26,500 people will be serviced in the DRWA project area, which includes the towns of Circle, Richey, Jordan, 

Glendive, Sidney, and Fairview, the unincorporated towns of Lambert, Savage, Bloomfield, Brockway, Brusett,  Cohagen, 

Lindsey, Sand Springs, and Vida, the water districts of Highland Park, Forrest Park, Spring Grove, and  Whispering Trees, 

and rural users in the counties of McCone, Dawson, Garfield, Richland, and Prairie.  Dry-Redwater was formed by local 

Conservation Districts, is registered as a water and sewer district with the Montana Secretary of State’s office, and is                     

governed by a Board of Directors with representation from throughout the service area.  At full build out, DRWA intends 

to have a single water treatment plant and intake near North Fork Rock Creek on the Fort Peck Reservoir.   

The Bureau of Reclamation:  

Dry-Redwater began working with the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) in 2005.  The BOR is a federal agency under the U.S. 

Department of the Interior responsible for assisting with federal authorization of regional water systems.  Federal                                      

authorization is important as it allows DRWA to access existing federal funding sources which are available for water                    

projects in the United States.  Thus, large scale construction can take place.  In June 2006, a Feasibility & Environmental 

Study indicating the DRWA system was financially, environmentally, and operationally feasible was submitted to BOR for 

review.   

Unfortunately, all forward progress came to a halt when the Rural Water Supply Act was signed into Law on December 22, 

2006 authorizing the establishment of a specific rural water program within the Bureau of Reclamation.  At that time, 

DRWA was told BOR would need to take a break from review of the DRWA project and develop new program criteria                  

before any work could continue.  BOR said they hoped to have that criteria completed by summer 2008, two years after 

Dry-Redwater originally submitted the Feasibility & Environmental Study.   

It ended up taking much longer than two years in reality.  Over the course of the next 10 years (yes, a decade), BOR                       

provided multiple draft versions of their new program criteria but none of them were ever finalized at the federal level.  

Just the same, DRWA updated and submitted new studies to BOR throughout that time in an attempt to meet their ever-

changing expectations.  Regrettably, all attempts fell short as BOR kept altering their opinion on what they wanted to see 

from Dry-Redwater, and when the Rural Water Supply Act ultimately sunset in 2016, there was essentially nothing to show 

for all of effort DRWA put in.  In a meeting with BOR in November 2016, DRWA was informed that BOR isn’t really certain 

what next steps are for regional water following the sunset of the Rural Water Supply Act.  Dry-Redwater is presently 

awaiting further instruction from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding how we should proceed with our application for 

federal authorization through BOR. 



They Want to Hear from You: 

Federal authorization can be achieved through passing of Legislation.  During the last political cycle, DRWA was shown                     

support from Congressional Delegation with the introduction of Bills in the U.S. House & Senate providing for federal                  

authorization to Dry-Redwater and another Montana Rural Water Project, the Musselshell-Judith/Central Montana                  

Regional Water Authority.  The Senate Bill passed Committee and was awaiting a vote on the Senate floor when                            

administration changed.  The good news is that DRWA has received confirmation from Montana’s Congressional                          

Delegates of their intention to introduce new Legislation in the first quarter of 2017. 

“Let our Congressional Delegates know Regional Water in Montana needs to be a priority.  Ask them to assist us by                     

introducing our Legislation sooner rather than later. 

Senator Steve Daines: https://www.daines.senate.gov/connect/email-steve 

Senator Jon Tester: https://www.tester.senate.gov/?p=email_senator 

Congressman Ryan Zinke: https://zinke.house.gov/contact 

NOTE:  Congressman Zinke is in transition to be Secretary of the Interior so it would be best if he were not your first or   

only Congressional contact. 

First Users are Connected: 

Quality water for those in need is the goal.  While continuing to work through the obstacles at the federal level, Dry-

Redwater was able to find a way to begin providing water in the interim.  DRWA partnered with Richland County and the 

City of Sidney in 2013 and contracted to use Sidney’s water as an interim source for DRWA users in that area.  As a result, 

the DRWA Sidney South line went live in September 2014, and DRWA is excited to announce the East Yellowstone                            

extension to the Sidney South line will be online in 2017.  While the user base is still small, it’s a start and shows Dry-

Redwater Regional Water Authority has begun to gain momentum. 

Don’t Get Discouraged: 

We are always looking at additional options for providing water as we continue working toward federal authorization.  A 

number of alternatives have been identified and we are moving on planning engineering to identify which bring the most 

benefit to the service area.  Preliminary engineering has begun on multiple potential areas.  Near Circle, DRWA is working 

on the ability to provide water service along Highway 13, North Road, Horse Creek Road, Highway 200, and residential  

services near the edge of town.  In the Sidney area, Dry-Redwater has goals to expand service to the homeowners near the 

Sidney Circle Subdivision and other subdivisions.  Other possibilities being looked into include: ways to provide water to 

the Town of Lambert to help alleviate wastewater issues and options for utilizing additional available water treatment 

plants in the area as interim sources. 

It is extremely important for DRWA to have accurate data regarding those who are interested in being connected so our 

efforts are maximized.  If you would like to be served, please ensure you have provided us with your information.  We are 

only a phone call or email away if you would like to double check:  (406) 485-DRWA, drwa@midrivers.com 

We Need Your Help: 

Regional water programs have received a great deal of support from Montana over the years.  In fact, the State of                        

Montana has a Regional Water System Special Revenue Account which was set up to assist with rural water programs at 

the state level.  Regrettably, Governor Bullock’s new budget (FY 18/19) proposes a transfer of all available regional water 

program  construction funding out of that Special Revenue Account and into the General Fund, in an attempt to meet is 

surplus goals.  Regional Water Systems in Montana do not have access to funding once it has been placed in the General 

Fund and the proposed shift could be very detrimental to DRWA’s ability to construct new extensions.  Please contact your 

local Legislators and ask them to help ensure the funding designed to help provide water for Montana is not allowed to be 

swept into the General Fund.  

https://www.daines.senate.gov/connect/email-steve
https://www.tester.senate.gov/?p=email_senator
https://zinke.house.gov/contact
mailto:drwa@midrivers.com


Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority had a chance to travel to Helena at the end of January to discuss the                  

importance of Montana Regional Water Systems.  We were part of a Legislative Meet & Greet where 49  Legislators 

attended to discuss important issues from around the state.  In addition, we had the opportunity to testify in front of the 

Long-Range Planning Committee about funding specific to DRWA and other like projects.  All conversations went very 

well and DRWA appears to have support at the state level, but Legislators still need to hear from you. 

Legislators within DRWA Service Area: 

Representative Scott Staffanson (House District 35):  406-480-0467, Sidney, MT 

Representative Alan Doane (House District 36):  406-583-7546 or 406-939-4253, Bloomfield, MT 

Representative Bill Harris (House District 37):  406-429-2091 or 406-366-6775, Winnett, MT 

Senator Steve Hinebaugh (Senate District 18):  406-365-7967 or 406-989-1372, Wibaux, MT 

Senator Eric Moore (Senate District 19):  406-234-3562, Miles City, MT 

 

Montana Regional Water: 

There are currently four Regional Water Systems in Montana in varying stages of construction.                             

Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority (DRWA) will service McCone, Dawson, Garfield, Richland, and  Prairie counties.  

Musselshell-Judith/Central Montana Regional Water Authority will service Fergus, Golden Valley, Judith Basin,                       

Musselshell, Yellowstone, and Wheatland.  Fort Peck/Dry Prairie Regional Water System covers the counties of Daniels, 

Roosevelt, Sheridan, and Valley, and the Fort Peck Reservation.  Rocky Boy/North Central Montana Regional Water                      

Authority includes the counties of Chouteau, Glacier, Hill, Liberty, Pondera, Teton, and Toole, and the Rocky Boy                    

Reservation.     

 At full build out, the four Regional Water Systems are  collectively expected to service nearly 100,000 Montana                                

citizens in close to seventy communities and water districts – that is almost 10% of Montana’s population! 

It is imperative that we keep water quality issues front and center so those who 

don’t see it every day know the battle is on-going.  Just as I had  become less             

sensitive to the struggles with water in the area after moving away; anyone who 

doesn’t see it every day may very easily do the same - often the very people who 

are at liberty to help make decisions about funding for regional water.  People in 

our service area have sludge, rather than clean water, coming out of their wells 

that  supply “water” to their taps and showers, and to livestock.   

Dry-Redwater Regional Water Authority (DRWA) passionately believes every 

Montanan should have access to good water, not the degrading quality currently 

available.   

Questions?  Comments?  

Please contact:     Mandi: drwa@midrivers.com                                                                                                                             

      Emilee: drwa2@midrivers                                                                                                                             

                  (406) 485-3792 
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It's possible to have a fine vegetable garden by buying young plants. But 

you will have a much wider range of possibilities if you start your own 

plants from seeds indoors.  Different plants have different needs, so                  

consult the seed packet to find out how many weeks each variety will 

take to get ready indoors before your last frost date.   

Starting seeds is not complicated or difficult, if you understand the                 

process. The basic ingredients are a proper growing medium, containers, 

light, warmth, water and attention.  

Growing medium 

Seedlings are very delicate. For the best chance of success, start them in a fresh, sterile seed-starting mix that is light and 

fluffy to hold just enough moisture. If the growing medium is too wet or not sterile, disease can strike. If it is too heavy or 

sticky, fine new roots won't be able to push through it.  You can use bagged seed-starting mix, or buy compressed pellets 

of peat or coir (coconut husk fibers) that expand when wet. Since seeds contain the nutrients the seedlings will need, ferti-

lizer isn't important in your seed-starting mix. 

The Right Container 

Anything that will hold the growing medium will work. You can use cell-packs or pots from last year's annuals, yogurt 

cups or other found containers. But you must clean them and sterilize them in a solution of 1 part bleach to 9 parts water. 

Make sure they have good drainage holes so excess water can drain away. And get a shallow waterproof tray that will hold 

them. 

There's no point in using containers more than 3 to 4 inches across, since you will be transplanting the young plants to the 

garden (or container garden). 

Another alternative is pots that break down in the soil. You can plant them right in the garden and avoid disturbing the 

young plant's roots. Some are shaped from compressed peat or coir, or you can make your own from newspaper. Don't 

confuse these with biodegradable resin pots; those will break down in a landfill or, eventually, in a compost heap, but you 

can't plant them in the garden. 

Seed-starting kits are readily available and can be a big help. They usually include an attached set of good-sized                          

containers, a tray to set them on and a clear lid to hold in humidity during the early stages. 

Large-scale gardeners often do a two-step: They closely sow seeds in a shallow tray until they sprout, or "germinate." 

Then they gently prick the small sprouts out and transplant them to larger containers. This saves germination space if you 

are starting seeds in large numbers, but it isn't necessary. A beginner starting a modest number of seeds can germinate 

them right in the containers in which they will grow to transplant size. 

How Much Light? 

Seedlings need lots of light or they will be stalky, spindly and feeble. A very sunny, south-facing window may do for a 

handful of plants if you are not too far north. But most gardeners use artificial lights so they can raise more plants and 

make sure they get enough rays.  You can buy specially-made plant light setups for anywhere from $80 to $500,                            

depending on complexity and capacity. But many gardeners do just fine with inexpensive T-12 or T-8 fluorescent shop 

lights from the home improvement store.  To provide a wider spectrum of light, use one cool-white tube and one red-light 

tube in a two-tube fixture. Newer-fangled T-5 tubes deliver more light from a single tube but are more expensive and                   

require a special fixture. 

The crucial thing is to rig the light fixture so you can raise it. You must keep the lights just 3 to 4 inches above the plants 

as they grow. That's why incandescent light bulbs won't work; if they are close enough to give a plant a useful amount of 

light, their heat will destroy it. Fluorescent bulbs give more light but stay cool. 

   Indoor seed starting 



Most often, a shop light is hung from open-link chains with S-hooks. As the plants grow, the light can be lifted link by 

link so it stays right above the plants. You can hang the light from a basement ceiling, from a home-made lumber frame 

or even under a table, with the plants on the floor.  A lamp timer will take over the chore of turning the lights on and off 

so the plants get 16 to 18 hours of light every day and a good rest at night. 

How Much Warmth Do Seeds Need? 

Seed-starting happens in two stages: germination and growing. Germination is the sprouting stage, when the embryo of 

the plant emerges from the seed. You won't need light at this stage, but you will need gentle warmth (not harsh heat). 

Provide it by setting the containers on top of a refrigerator or dryer; by propping them a few inches above (not on) a 

radiator; or by using special heating mats sold for the purpose. 

Once you see green sprouts about half an inch tall, you will move your plants under the lights in a cooler environment--

about comfortable room temperature, between 60 and 70 degrees. A cold garage won't do; neither will a broiling                       

furnace room. 

How Much Water Do Seeds Need? 

Plants consist mostly of water and they need it for the photosynthesis that gives them energy to grow.  

Sow the seeds in moistened mix. Cover the containers to hold in humidity while the seeds germinate--with the cover 

from your kit, or with a loosely fastened plastic bag. Once they sprout, uncover the containers and water them from the 

bottom, by pouring water into the tray. Never water the seed-starting mix from the top; that courts disease (especially a 

fungus disease called "damping off") and may dislodge or damage the sprouts. Make sure air               

circulates freely so humidity isn't trapped around plants.  

So-called "self watering" seed-starting kits are helpful in keeping the water supply steady. In these 

arrangements, the containers sit on a fiber mat that wicks just enough moisture from a reservoir. 

These kits aren't magic, though; you still have to keep that reservoir filled with water. 

How Often Should I Check My Seeds? 

This is the secret ingredient to successful seed-starting. You'll need to check daily: To see if the 

seeds have sprouted; to remove the cover when it's time and move the sprouts under lights; to make sure they stay 

properly moist; to keep a self-watering reservoir full; to raise the lights so they stay just the right distance above the 

plants; and to make sure the lights and timer haven't malfunctioned. If you are starting a few seeds on the windowsill, 

turn the plants every day so they don't bend toward the light.  

As you plan your seed starting, factor in your convenience and habits. Will you really remember to check seeds in the 

basement daily? It might be wiser to start seeds in the guest room or kitchen where they will be handier, even if you 

have space for fewer seedlings. 

As your seedlings grow, watch the weather. Although a few crops can go outside earlier (read the seed packet), most 

should stay indoors until after the last frost date for your area has passed and your soil has warmed. If your area is                  

having a cold spring, hold off. 

Gardeners are always eager, but many a carefully nurtured tomato seedling has been killed by a May frost or simply 

slowed down by cold soil. Protect your investment of time and attention by planting later rather than earlier. 

Then introduce your plants to the outdoors gradually, a process called "hardening off." For a few hours one fine spring 

day, then a few hours more the next, give your plants a taste of the outdoors, but bring them in at night. After a week or 

so, they will have acclimated to the outdoors and will be ready to transplant. 

Article source:  http://www.burpee.com/gardenadvicecenter/areas-of-interest/seed-starting/indoor-seed-starting/article10002.html 



 

 

 

 

Conservation District Reserved  for Irrigation Development 

Do you have questions about your current reserved water?  Are you interested in developing more irrigated acres 

but need more water rights?  How do I apply?  What is the advantage of using reserved water?  Want to know 

more about the responsibilities as a water reservation user? 

Please join us on Thursday March 2, 2017 for an informational presentation on using Conservation District                      

Reserved Water for your irrigation development.  Conservation Districts in the surrounding counties have                   

reserved water available for development. 

 

Presented by Duane Claypool & Ann Kulczyk, DNRC in cooperation with the Richland County Conservation District. 

Banquet Speaker Chad Prather Tickets $40.00 available at the Richland County Extension office. 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

10 am-12pm 

Presentation at the MonDak Ag Days                             

Richland County Event Center 



McCone Conservation District 

106 10th Street 

P.O. Box 276 

Circle, MT  59215                                                             

Phone: 406-485-2744 x100 

Email: mcconecd@macdnet.org 

Website: www.mcconecountycd.com 

 Conservation District Board & Staff 

Steve Wanderaas, Chairman 

Larry Nagel, Urban Supervisor 

Greg Nagel, Rural Supervisor 

Josh Murphy, Rural Supervisor 

Brant Quick, Rural Supervisor 

Quinn Hardy, Rural Supervisor 

Michael Hoy, Urban Supervisor 

Mary Hendrix, Administrator & Editor 

 

Contributors: 

Mandi Nay, Coordinator, DRWA 

MCCONE CONSERVATION DISTRICT Mission Statement 

Conservation District Authority 

Mission Statement—By performing a leadership role in conservation for 

McCone County, the District will  develop a more sustainable and economic 

resource management plan for the community. 

Conservation District Authority– MCA 76-15-102                                                            

Declaration of policy:  It is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature 

to provide for the conservation of soil and soil resources of this state, for the 

control and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of floodwater and 

sediment damages, and for furthering the conservation, development,                

utilization, and disposal of water and therefore to preserve natural                        

resources, control floods, prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs,                 

preserve wildlife, protect the tax base,  protect public lands, and protect and  

promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this state. 



 

Shrub and Tree Sale Still On-Going! 

Pre-Order Landscape Fabric                                 

& Staples 

Ask us about our Equipment Rentals 

 
  Check before you start your project!   

If you are planning a project that may affect the natural existing shape and 
form of any stream, its banks or tributaries in McCone County,  you must 
obtain a 310 permit prior to commencing any activity.  A project may be any 
new construction, modifications or maintenance on existing infrastructure 
or facility. Contact us at  406-485-2744 x100 for more information.  


